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powers, Arherica included. Mussolini’s iron hand 
steadily increases his dictatorship at the seat of the 
old Roman Empire, and Miss Pankhurst’s impressive 
study in this issue of The Sunday School Times, “As 
the Roman Empire Comes to Life Again,” shows us 
from the Word of God what we may expect there. 
Only the Prince of Peace, by his personal return, can 
bring perpetual peace to this war-racked earth; and we 
are not to be led into a false hope by men’s covenants, 
“for when they shall say, Peace and safety ; then sudden 
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Your Greatest Thanksgiving 


Has God done anything for you, during this year 
SE ae Mey 1925, for which you are thankful? Has he done so 

eee Reem : much for you that eternity will not be long enough to 
finish thanking him? Could you tell him for what 
blessing or work of his, this year, you thank him most? 
It may bring real blessing to our hearts if we prayer- 
fully search for the answers to these questions, and 
on our knees lift our thanksgiving to our wonderful 

- God and Saviour for his greatest recent blessing. The 
Sunday School Times has asked a number of Christian 
leaders to tell its readers, in next week’s Thanksgiving 
Number, what they count “This Year’s Greatest Cause 

- for Thanksgiving.” Their replies are illuminating and 
valuable, and they are varied. You may be interested 
in comparing your own greatest cause for thanksgiving 
with those named by these Christian workers. An- 
swers will be published from Dr. Howard A. Kelly, 
of Johns Hopkins, Baltimore; Dr. Northcote Deck, 
of the Solomon Islands; Principal John McNicol, 
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OOD advertising gives you in a nutshell what 
would otherwise require pages to describe. 
Herein lies the secret of the real economy of time 
found in the careful reading of the advertising of 
this and other periodicals that offer you good . 
advertising. 
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Perpetual Peace 

“France and Germany Agree to Perpetual Peace.” 
Thus runs a headline across the entire front page of 
a metropolitan news f, announcing to its readers 
the history-making action of a fortnight ago at the 
Security. Conference at Locarno, Switzerland. The 
sentences of newepgpes writers on this event make 
thrilling reading. “The sky was filled with the play 
of fireworks, and on a hillside above Locarno blazed 
in illuminated letters the word ‘Pax’ from the roof 
of Locarno’s celebrated church of the Madonna: del 
Sasso. . . . Then Aristide Briand, "French Foreign 
Minister, and Chancellor Luther, of Germany, appeared 
side by side at the window like symbols of the new 
spirit of the new Europe, and the cheers were deafen- 
ing.” “Seven years after the end of the Great War, 
France and had at last made peace.” “Ali 
agree it is one of the most important political agree- 
ments ever made.” Let us rejoice in this new com- 
pact of peace between two such long-time enemies as 
France and Germany ; and let us ask God to enable all 
true Christians to use the opportunity for the most 
intensive evangelism in Europe that that continent has 
seen in centuries. At the same time, God would have 
us view this great event in the light of his Word. He 
has declared that men who are at war with God can- 
not make lasting peace with one another. God's 
“protocol,” the New Covenant of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, must be accepted before men’s peace pro- 
tocols can stand. On the other side of the world 
Russia’s Reds are arousing China’s four hundred mil- 
lion souls to such revolt against God and anger 
against foreigners that no one knows what may break 
out in Asia at any moment, involving all political 


tion that, when the Devil had ended all the temp- 

tation, “he departed from him for a season,” 
Satan had evidently exhausted for tthe time being all 
his plans and es. But, while he had been com- 
pletely defeated, he still believed that victory was pos- 
sible by other methods. So he sought respite that he 
might plan anew his attack upon the Son of God. . 

The apostle Paul writes, “We are not ignorant of 
his devices.” Have we not one such device of Satan 
here — the departing for a season? 

Peter says, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your 
adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, 
seeking whom he may devour.” There are times, how- 
ever, when. the lion ceases his roaring, and crouches 
in order to spring upon his prey. Such moments may 
appear as departing for a season. The fact is that we 
may be in far more danger when the Devil is quiet 
than when he is making a noise. It is then that we 
are likely to be off our guard. It is better, perhaps, to 
be terribly conscious of his presence. 

When we hear of burglaries in our immediate neigh- 
borhood we are careful about locking doors, fastening 
bolts, and securing windows. It is then that we notify 
the police of the time that we shall be absent from 
home. Rather is it during periods of freedom from 
crime that we are liable to become careless. Criminals 
watch for our unguarded hours. The Devil knows 
the value of a pause. He senses the weaknesses of 
fallen humanity — man is tempted not only ‘from with- 
out, but also from within. “Fromm whence come wars 
and fightings among you? come-they not hence, even 
of your lusts that war in your members?” asks James. 
What the Devil found he could not do with the Sav- 
iour; he has learned to do with sinners — give them 


[vee tells us at the close of our Lord’s tempta- 





Missionary Alliance; Dr, Clarence Edward Macart- 
ney, late Moderator of the (Northern) Presbyterian 
General Assembly; W. G. Landes, General Secretary 
of the World’s Sunday School Association; James 
Bowron, Chairman of the Gulf States Steel Company, 
Alabama; J. Harvey Borton, Chairman of the Vic- 
torious Life Testimony; Ormond Rambo, President 
of the Bible Institute of Pennsylvania. 
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The Last Step in Guidance 


Assurance of guidance may be as definite as as- 
surance of salvation.. The conviction that God has 
really guided in a certain matter, an assurance that 
brings perfect rest of heart, is the last step in guid- 
ance. And it is this last step over which many earnest 
Christians stumble. We wait to measure the results 
before we are sure that a certain course we have de- 
cided on was really God’s will for us, and thus we are 
launched on a sea of uncertainty, making ourselves 
the judges of “results.” “You see, it would have 
been better if you had not done that,” said a friend to 
a Christian worker, referring to some new circum- 
stances that seemed to indicate that a wrong choice 
had been made. “I never dig up in unbelief what I 
have sown in faith,” was the answer. As in our as- 
surance of salvation, here also there is grave danger 
that presumption be mixed with assurance, or sub- 
stituted for it. But, “The meek will he guide in judg- 
ment: and the meek will he teach his way” (Psa. 
25:9). A Christian, in true humility, looks to God 
for guidance, with a desire for his will only to be done, 
with assurance that guidance will be given, with every 
means of guidance faithfully followed, and, acting on 
the best light he has at the time, he settles on a cer- 
tain course as God’s will for him. If nothing is put 
in the way to hinder his carrying out that plan, then 
the last step is to rejoice that God’s will has been 
found. The guidance should never be questioned 
even if new light leads to a change of that plan. 
Assurance of salvation rests upon faith in him who 
saves. Assurance of guidance rests upon faith in the 
Guide. Our Saviour -is our Guide. He is a perfect 
Saviour, and a faithful Guide. 


For a Season 


time to weaken, He is more than willing to depart 
for a season, if, coming back, he can find us wpre- 


red. 

Unsinkable was the word that went around the earth 
as the Titanic set out upom her maiden voyage. Yet 
many who took passage on that gigantic Minato in the 
strength of that word, went down to a watery grave. 
The great war caught many of the nations of the earth 
in a state of unpreparedness, use, in spite of mili- 
tary warnings, some of the great leaders declared 
such a conflict to be impossible, The Devil understands 
this. power of words. Not only does he use Scripture 
prs ag either by misquotation or misapplica- 
tion, but he knows how to use words and phrasessth-t 
charm or hypnotize. What does it matter that he 
leaves us for a season, if he can cast a spell over us 
in the meantime by catchwords and phrases? The 
world was deceived by such words as unsinkable and 
impossible. Are not. many similarly deceived by some 
of Satan’s spellbinders, catchwords like “effete,” “ob- ° 
scuratism,” and phrases such as “scientists tell us,” 
“scholars say,” and “the modern view”? “Their mouth 
speaketh great swelling words,” writes Jude, “having 
men’s -persons in admiration because of advantage.” 
And Peter declares: “When they speak great swell- 
ing words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of 
the flesh, through much wantonness, those that were 
clean escaped from them who live in errof While 
they: promise them liberty, they themselves are the 
servants of corruption: for of whom a man is’ over- 
come, of the same is he brought in bondage.” 

There is no doubt that Satan can accomplish more 
in some lives by leaving them alone for a séason than 
by continuous interference. What matter if good seed 
is.sown, so long as the ground is covered with thorns? 
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The thorns will spring up and choke the good seed. 
While the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of 
riches, have their place in men’s hearts, the Devil's 
work does not cease in his absence. He can even 
allow a very definite cleaning’ up along certain lines. 
Nothing is so deceiving as some forms of reformatign. 
Our Lord said: “When the unclean spirit is gone out 
of a man, he walketh through dry places, seeking rest, 
and findeth none. Then he saith, I will return into 
my house from whence I came out; and when he is 
come, he findeth it empty, swept, and garnished. Then 
goeth he, and taketh with himself seven other spirits 
more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell 
there: and the last state of that man is worse than the 
first.” 

The Devil has no objection to leaving a drunkard 
for a season, if he will do nothing more than sign 
the pledge. But he will put up a stiff fight if he 
shows signs of surrendering to Christ. Nothing cre- 
ates such a sense of hopelessness as periods of sobriety 
followed by fresh outbreaks of debauchery. Whereas 
the entrance of Christ into the life can mean a per- 
manent casting out of the drink demon—a decisive 
defeat for the powers of darkness, 

This seasonal leaving by the Devil is the despair 
of much of our Christian work. Because of it, many 
souls appear genuinely converted who have not really 
closed with Christ. Thus is the heart left vacant for 
the return of the Devil. There may even have been 
splendid moments of high resolve in the life of Judas; 
but he did not commit his soul to Christ, so that “after 
the sop Satan entered into him.” Then he did that 
which, perhaps, he never dreamed he would do when 
first he joined the apostolic band. That final act of 
the betrayal of our Lord drove him to death by sui- 
cide. “That he might go to his own place,” is the 
terrible comment of the Scriptures. 

Our adversary has gained distinct advantage over 
us if seasons of respite from attack are spent in prayer- 
less indifference. h renewal of conflict will find 
us weaker than before. There is grave danger after 
every victory that we shall lay aside the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the Word of God, and let it rust. 
Lack of exercise during seasons when there is no con- 
flict, tends to make us unfit when the fight is on. 

These seasons of cessation from attack upon the 
part of Satan often have an enervating effect upon 
the churches. There are people who fight> valiantly 
when the Devil is doing his worst. They nerve them- 
selves for the conflict. They are excited by the fray. 
In times of revival the enemy of souls is hard put to 
it. People then not only sing, “Fight the good fight 
with all thy might,” but they do it. Again and again 
the Devil is driven away defeated. Then he takes his 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


departure, — but only for a season. He knows by ex- 
perience what will happen in scores of lives. Many 
will backslide. Error will go unchecked. Worship 
will be characterized by formalism: Prayer will lose 
much of its divine unction. The passion for souls will 
die down. In countless ways the Spirit will be both 
grieved and quenched. 

There is nothing like a lull in spiritual hostilities 
for the spread of the Laodicean contagion. It thrives 
where people have time and inclination to talk of be- 
ing “rich, and increased with goods,” and having need 
of nothing. It is the Church militant that is to be the 
Church triumphant. Holy warfare has a way of keep- 
ing God’s people out of mischief. When not fighting 
the Devil they have a tendency to quarrel with one an- 
other over things that do not matter. The fighting 
instinct will out. The Devil-is quite satisfied to leave 
for a season if a company of Christians can thus be 
worn and wasted by internecine strife. 

We see by the temptation of our Lord that Satan 
chooses the high moments of consecration for his con- 
certed attacks. Then he may come not as an enemy, 
but as a friend, a veritable angel of light. Instead 
of thwarting us in some open fashion, he will suggest 
a self-satisfying way of doing what we want to do— 
an easier path, a “wiser” course. This by guile does 
he try to get us into his cruel clutches. Christ’s “It 
is written’? utterly routed him. What is more, the 
Master never weakened by ‘seasons of respite: “Jesus 
Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” 
But the Devil often finds it different with us. The 
young missionary may repulse him triumphantly when 
tempted to turn from his set course; yet go all to 
pieces when the glamour and éxcitement of great fare- 
well meetings are over. The daily difficulties with 
language and heathen custonis are different proposi- 
tions. And even though the Devil does leave for a 
season, he-knows how incompatible fellow-workers can 
mar one another’s consecration. 

“Could my zeal no respite know,” the Devil would 
gain no advantage by departing for a season. Each 
return would find us stronger for attack. The enemy 
would find such resistance that he would be only too 
glad to flee from us. Then let us make these sea- 
sons of cessation from hostilities periods of more 
prayerful fellowship with our Lord and Master, Thus 
shall we turn intervals of peace into times of prepara- 
tion for war — holy war. “Be strong in the Lord, and 
in the power-of his might. Put on the whole armour 
of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles 
of the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and 
blood, but against principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spir- 
itual wickedness in high places.” 





The Christian’s Sufferings 


May I ask your help on a very troubling question? 

It is in» connection with the last verse in a morn- 
ing Scripture reading in “Daily Light”: “Our light af- 
fliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 
4:17). 
That, and certain other wonderful passages such as, 
“Think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which 
is to try you” (1 Pet. 4:12), have in times of terrible 
sorrow and bereavement been written and quoted to me 
many times. Thankful as I should be to take comfort 
and “steadying” from them, I cannot do so, for the suf- 
ferings they speak of are those—it is very clearly 
stated — which are endured for Jesus’ sake. “Perse- 
cuted, but not forsaken”; “Always delivered unto death 
for Jesus’ sake,” and so on. 

How can we take these beautiful promises and words 
as applicable to our own everyday sorrow and separa- 
tions and heart-ache?—An Ontario Reader. 


There are two different kinds of suffering that can 
come to the Christian. The one is inflicted by the 
unbelieving world, or by the powers of evil, because one 
is a member of the body of Christ and is bearing a 
true testimony to Christ. It is the suffering or perse- 
cution “for righteousness’ sake”; and it occurs, not be- 
cause of our sin, but because of our rightedusness, — 
Christ himself being our righteousness, and manifest- 
ing himself in and through the yielded and believing 

» child of God. 

The other kind of suffering that the Christian may 
experience is that which results from his own sins 
committed after he has received Christ as Saviour. 
Such sins are unnecessary; God in Christ provides full 
deliverance from the power of sin for every Chris- 
tian; but the child of God is always liable to sin, and 
will sin if he does not trust his keeping and delivering 
Saviour moment by moment. The sinning Christian 
is bound to suffer; the break with God, interrupted 
fellowship with the Lord, is in itself suffering. We 
may well be thankful to God that he causes us to suf- 
fer when we sin, in order that he may draw us back 
to himself in full confession and surrender again. 

_ While we must recognize, therefore, that the suffer- 
ings of the Christian may be of two entirely differ- 





ent kinds, resulting from quite opposite causes or oc- 
casions, nevertheless it is true that, in the case of each 
kind of suffering, “Our light affliction, which is but 
for a moment, worketh for us a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of glory.” Whether we suffer be- 
cause of our true testimony to Christ, or because of 
our sinful denial of his sufficient grace, the affliction 
that comes to us is a blessing. It is all summed up in 
the apostle’s inspired word, “And we know that all 
things work together for good to them that love God, 
to them who are the called according to his purpose” 


(Rom. 8:28) 


When Does Eternal Life Begin? 


When does eternal life begin? Here or in eternity? 
There seems to be a division among Christians on this 
point. 


There is no “division” in the Scriptures on this 
point! Over and over again God’s Word declares to 
us the “good news” that eternal life begins now and 
here, not hereafter, for those who receive from God 
his gift of life. 

Thus the Lord Jesus himself said: “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and be- 
lieveth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and 
shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from 
death unto life’ (John 5:24). There are two great 
verbs in that assurance, and both are ir the present 
tense: “hath” and “is.” As an unlettered man, when 
saved, declared with joy when he saw this truth: 
“H-a-t-h spells ‘got. it.’” 

Again, we read in Paul’s inspired writings, — that 
apostle to whom was unfolded by direct revelation 
from Christ the fulness and riches of the Gospel, — 
“Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound” 
(Rom. 5:20). Not “grace shall much more abound,” 
but the thing has been done. “Hallelujah, ’tis done!” 

And the beloved apostle John, in one of his letters, 
written toward the close of his long life, sounds out 
the “good news”: And this is the record, that God 
hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that 
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hath not the Son of God hath not life. These things 
have I written unto you that believe on the name of 
the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eter- 
nal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the 
Son of God” (1 John 5: 11-13). r 

The other side of this glorious truth is that those 
who have not received Christ as Saviour are already, 
now and here, spiritually “dead in trespasses and sins” 
(Eph. 2:1). Spiritual death does not begin im the 
future for the unsaved; it is a present fact. But God 
can raise the spiritually dead into spiritual life, and 
he does so the instant they believe on Christ and re- 
ceive him as their Saviour. “As many -as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of 
God, even to them that believe on his name: which 
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of. God” (John 1: 12, 13). . 

Eternal life is the present possession, as it will 
everlastingly continue to be the possession, of all who 
have accepted God’s unspeakable gift, his only Son, 
as their Saviour. 

y at 


Questions about Judas 


In your Lesson Questions you ask, “Was Judas Is- 
cariot ever saved?” and your answer is that he was-not. 

If Judas was never saved, how could Christ give him 
power over unclean spirits and devils to cast them out? 
In Matthew 10:1 and Luke 9:1: we are told that the 
Lord “called unto him his twelve disciples,” and “gave 
them power against unclean spirits, to cast them out, 
and to heal all manner of sickness and all manner of 
disease.”” (The names of the twelve disciples are then 
given, including Judas Iscariot.] 

If Judas had the Devil in him then, why would Jesus 
send him forth or give him power to cast out devils? 
That would not seem te correspond with the passage 
in Matthew 12:25, .26, where the Lord says, “Every 
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desolation 
. » » And if Satan cast out Satan, he is divided against 
himself."—A Kansas City Reader. 


That Judas was unsaved is plainly taught in the 
Scriptures. Our Lord said: “There are some of you 
that believe not. For Jesus knew from the beginning 
who they were that believed not, and who should be- 
tray him.” When Peter at that time confessed, “We 
believe and are sure that thow art that Christ, the Son 
of the living God,” “Jesus answered them, Have not 
I chosen you twelve, and one of you is a devil? he 
spake of Judas Iscariot” -(John 6:64, 69-71). In 
his high priestly prayer, the Lord, referring to the dis- 
ciples, said to the Father: “None of them is lost, but 
the son of perdition; that the scripture might be ful- 
filled” (John 17:12). Again, just before his betrayal 
the Lord said to the twelve at supper, while Judas was 
present: “The Son of man goeth as it is written of 
him: but woe unto that man by whom the Son of man 
is betrayed! it had, been good for that man if he had 
not been born. Then Judas, which betrayed him, an- 
swered and said, Master, is it 1? He said unto him, 
Thow hast said” (Matt. 26:24, 25). And in Acts 
1:25 we read that Judas by transgression fell from 
the ministry and apostleship of the twelve, “that he 
might go to his own place.” 

As for what Judas may have been authorized or 
empowered to do as one of the twelve, before he be- 
trayed Christ, we must be careful not to go beyond the 
Bible record; at the same time, we must recognize 
that there are mysteries that are in God’s hands, and 
that if God did something that we cannot understand, 
we may safely leave that with him. 

The Gospels do not specifically tell us that Judas 
cast out evil spirits or healed disease. We are, indeed, 
told that our Lord called the twelve disciples to him 
and gave them, as a group, this power. Whether 
Judas was excepted from receiving or exercising the 
power we do not know. The twelve went forth as a 
group, he evidently among them. It is possible that 
he may not, as an individual, have wrought any such 
works, but may only have been present as one of the 
twelve while others were thus casting out demons and 
healing. : 

On the other hand it is quite believable that the 
Lord, for his own sovereign purposes, may have au- 
thorized and enabled Judas to share with the others 
in these miraculous. works, for the time being. The 
Holy Spirit eould and did come upon men as he would, 
arbitrarily, and without reference to their attitude 


toward God. Some believe that Saul, first king of ' 


Israel, was an unsa man; certainly his life was a 
pitiable failure, and he rejected God and his leadings 
until God had to reject him. Yet we read that “The 
Spirit of God came upon him and he prophesied” 
(1 Sam. 10: 10), ; 

Perhaps there is a deep and solemn warning in all 
this for us. Over and over again the Scriptures show 
us that one can be offered great opportunities from 
God, and can go a certain way with God, and yet can 
fall into the most terrible sins, and can even seem to 
be a believer while all the time the heart has never 
received Christ. Surely we should let the Scriptures 
search out our own hearts, in order that we may not 
only confess with the mouth the Lord Jesus, but also 
believe with the heart that God hath raised him from 
the dead (Rom. 10:9); and then we should go on to 
present our bodies a living sacrifice to him, that he 
may be Lord as well as Saviour of our lives. 
































Lesson for November 15 
Acts ar:17 to 22:30 
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| As the Roman Empire Comes to Life Again 


What, now, is the great duty of the Church? 
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By Christabel Pankhurst 














and-I believe will impress others, is that our cru- 
cified Lord is very soon to come again, crowned 
and reigning, . The signs of these times are telling us 
that his coming is very near. God’s next day of reck- 
oning with this world is not far distant. The Scrip- 
ture shows so clearly ‘that God has his days of reckon- 
ing with this world, and that one is coming now. | 
Let us consider particularly the prophecy of Daniel, 
and its message to us. Daniel reminds us so much of 
Paul in the New Testament, in that he is one of God's 
witnesses to the Gentiles. This young Jewish captive 
has, by leave of the Spirit of God, handed down to us 
a marvelous prophetic history of our own times. 

I can never tire of reading of Nebuchadnezzar and 
his dream, and Daniel’s wonderful prayer to God for 
enlightenment concerning that dream, and the thanks 
offered to God when tlhe enlightenment came, and the 
courage with which he went to Nebuchadnezzar and 
told him what his God had done. That dream was 
for Nebuchadnezzar, and it is for us — for the one 
who saw the beginning of Gentile times, and for us 
who see the end. \As a picture of world history it is 
marvelous. And remember that the Lord Jesus Christ 
authenticated the prophet and his prophecy, and in- 
dicated the very signs by which we may know that 
the times of the Gentiles are ending. 

The liberation of Palestine from the Turk, the 
Zionist policy- in Palestine under the British mandate, 
this warns us that the time is short, that the Church 
will soon receive her upward call, and that the world 
will soon see its Judge and its King. s 

- We have the return of the Jews to the Promised 
Land as the proof that the times of the Gentiles are 
. speeding to their close and are in their very terminal 
years. And what, according to Daniel, is to be the 
condition of affairs as this age closes? Why, the Ro- 
man Empire is to be in existence. ; ? 

Do we, as a fact, see the- Roman Empire coming 
to life, or rather awaking out of its sleep? —for it 
has never died. Yes, we do. That is the marvelous 
thing: the revival of the Roman Empire ts a mam 
factor in European politics at this very day. 

The Essential Cause of War 

My political training and experience have helped 
me to estimate and to discern the signs of these pres- 
ent times, and for that I am thankful. Otherwise, 
what would be my despair in the face of world condi- 
tions to-day! Accustomed from childhood to hear of 
war being ended by human peace plans, I yet lived to 
see the greatest war that has ever been. As it hap- 
pened, before the war, I had spent a good deal of 
time on, the continent of Europe, and although votes 
for women was my great preoccupation (for, I thought, 
what was the good of entering into other things until 
we had the franchise?) still I took interest in the 
things brought to our eyes. ; 

And then, during the war, when we put aside the 
suffrage agitation, feeling that the war was more 
urgent —then was the time of education to me, and 
i. began to realize that this was not the “war to end 
war”; it was not “the war to make the world safe for 
democracy”; and that, humaniy~ speaking, we could 
never prevent war, because the cause of war could not 
be eradicated by any human effort. 

It came to me—it is very obvious, although peo- 
ple do not always see it—that the essential cause of 
war is not merely desire for lands or oil or money, 
but the desire for power over other people, power to 
rule and dominate them, to dictate what they shall 
think and say, and what they shall believe and whom 
they shall worship. The major and final cause of war 
is the lust for world dominion. It is Caesarism, be- 
cause that lust for power sums itself up in the last 
resort in an individual’s lust for power. So we had 
the great conquerors of antiquity—-Caesar, and Na- 
poleon, and after him the Kaiser. These conquerors, 
ancient and modern, possessed by the craving for 
power, have been ready to plunge nations and conti- 

nents in human blood. They have been ready to wade 
to power in the blood of others; and they have done 
so, for a time, although they have always fallen, and 
the terrible price they have paid for their short lived 
supremacy has never prevented new Caesars from ris- 
ing to attempt the same hideous performance over again. 

We are in for Caesarism as long as this age lasts. 
That we know from past history, from present condi- 
tions, and from the revelation of Scripture which tells 
us that before the Lord Jesus Christ returns, who 
alone has the right to rule and reign over all this 
earth, and is the only One we can trust to do ii, the 
last of the Caesars, the Roman Caesar of the Twen- 
tieth Century, is to arise; and the world is uncon- 
sciously, and in some cases consciously, waiting to 
know who he shall be. 


Ts message which has so deeply impressed me, 


Do you read the Bible and the newspaper hand- 
in-hand? As you open your morning paper at the 
breakfast table, do you breathe a prayer to the 
Lord to enable you to understand the events of 
the past twenty-four hours in the light of God’s 
Word? Our Lord rebuked the Jews of his day 
for not observing the signs of the times. We 
have less excuse than they had. 


It is the most thrilling hour, in certain ways, in 
the history of the world. The journeyings of the 
Editor of The Sunday School Times last summer 
in Great Britain atid Europe convinced him of this. 
May God open our eyes to the happenings of 
every day, in this doomed world, in the light of 
the “sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do 
well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth 
in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day 
star arise in your hearts” (2 Pet. 1: 19). 

’ Those who would study this great subject fur- | 
ther will find that Miss Pankhurst’s latest book, 
“Some Modern Problems in the Light of Bible 
Prophecy,” is sane, Scriptural, satisfying, and 
filled with practical guidance. It furnishes a rare 
opportunity for reading aloud this autumn in the 
home circle, or for Bible class study, and may be 
had from The Sunday School Times Company at 
$1.50 postpaid. 








In the meantime the old system is building up; the 
Roman Empire is reviving. It began to revive in the 
war. After all, the alliance which won the war was 
essentially and in the main a Roman alliance. Some 
elements were in it which were not Roman; but, tak- 
ing its European elements, you will find it corresponds 
with the main lines of the Roman Empire. Notice the 
order in which they entered the war — Belgium, France, 
Britain, who is historically linked with the Roman 
Empire and has interests in much of the territory in 
Asia and Africa which the Caesars ruled over. Then 
you have Italy. Now Italy is a very curious illus- 
tration of the power of Roman tradition and the steady 
fulfilment of prophecy, because Italy before the war 
was a member of the Triple Alliance, and might have 
been expected to enter the war on that side. This, 
however, was against the whole force of history and 
prophecy. She could not do it, and she did not do it. 
Although she was neutral for a time, there was a 
great national uprising, and with spontaneous force 
Italy rushed into the war on the side of those nations 
which, like herself, were constituent parts of the Ro- 
man Empire of old. I need not remind you of how 
constantly and proudly the Italy of to-day under Mus- 
solini invokes the memory of Roman imperial great- 
ness. 

Then the war ended, and great efforts are being 
made to amalgamate all the nations without reference 
to their historic Roman Imperial connection, and it has 
been impossible. 

To-day, what is the issue before the statesmen of 
Europe? They say it is security. Why security? 
What do they want security from? Didn’t the war 
make them secure? No. They say it did not. They 
seem to think they are more insecure than ever. 


Another Country Needed for the Empire 


The outcome of the security discussions will be, 
sooner or later and despite some possible set-backs, 
the further consolidation of the modern, revived Ro- 
man Empire. ‘In this connection a curious thing will 
happen. Something we might not have foreseen as 
possible. Some one else is coming into that Roman 
Empire. It is Turkey,—the New Turkey, —and all 
the Moslem peoples inhabiting the lands concerned 
in this revival of the past. There is no guess work 
about that. Just look at the map. Prophecy comes 
true. You can shut your eyes and wait for it to hap- 
pen, and it will happen, and now it is happening so 
rapidly, and that is making it easier for us to see. 
In the old days there would be fulfilment of prophecy, 
but then it would seem to human eyes as though cen- 
turies would pass with nothing happening; but to-day 
history is marching at such an accelerated rate of speed 
that we cannot help but see. One blow after another 
comes to our doubts, and we have to capitulate. 

Now if we took two maps, and laid one upon the 
other, what should we see? Our first map would be 
drawn in the time of ancient Rome; the other would 
be the map of tha world as it stands to-day, in conse- 
quence of the war,— Europe, Asia, and Africa, the 
countries around the Mediterranean basin. The two 
maps would agree almost to the last line. There are 
some adjustments still wanting, but the agreement 
already is very striking. 

Let us notice well that non-Christian peoples are go- 


_ have told you. 


ing to be introduced into the New Roman Empire, for 
that gives us one of the clues to the great apostasy — 
the great antichristiam religion: of the last days. 
There is plenty of apostasy already, but it is nothing 
as yet to the false religion, the worship of the beast 
and the activity of his false prophet, which the Bible 
foretells to us. And now we are able to understand 
how such a horrible thing can be. It will be because 
under the new political arrangements the Christian 
nations of Western Europe are going to admit, in self- 
protection, into one confederacy with themselves, defi- 
nitely and avowedly antichristian peoples. They are 
going to admit a great mass of Moslems into the re- 
vived Roman Empire, and to do that they will really 
have to eliminate the Lord Jesus Christ, the true God 
and the rightful King of the whole world. 

Thus it will be a confederacy based upon antichris- 
tianity, although not admittedly so at first. And one 
can see how, as the love of many waxes cold and the 
enemies of our Lord grow bolder, it will eventually 
come to pass that, as the Bible foreshows, the very 
name of Jesus Christ will be held an offense before 
this new Roman Imperial confederacy sees the end 
of its career. 

Oh, if we could only make the nations see that their 
real security is in the.reign of Christ! If only we 
could make people see that the world is well lost if 
one is true to him, to his Cross, and to his Coming. 

Do you not think that the sooner this age is wound 
up the better?. Do you not think that we should pray 
to our Lord to cut short the agony of these days and 
the days to come? In lifting up prayer to him should we 
not plead: “Even so come, Lord Jesus’? That is the 
paver for the last days, the prayer that closes the 

ible. 

And the message our Lord would have us give to 
the world at this time is surely this: Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand! Prepare at the Cross 
to meet, your God, in the Person of the returning 
Christ! 

God is reviving his Church, putting into the hearts 
of so many of his children that the Lord is at hand; 
and most certainly we can and do say with the apos- 
tle Paul that ourselves also, who have the firstfruits 
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within our- 
selves for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of the 
body. 

Why the Witness Must Be Given 


That we ought to preach our Lord’s coming he has 
shown us by saying, “This gospel of the kingdom shall 
be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come.” This witness 
must and shall be given, whether the Church is or 
is not here to give it until the end. Whether it be 


* we, or those who are to succeed us, who preach it, yet 


that Gospel will be preached and it will be received by 
many, many who will make their robes white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 

Are we ourselves ready to meet the Lord? I like 
to dwell on the words of Peter that we must set our 
hearts perfectly on the grace to be brought to us at 
the Lord’s appearing. I am glad to think there will be 
an extra supply of grace to make it possible for us 
to answer the call to come hither, to make it pos- 
sible to respond to the working of his great creative 
power, when by the most mighty of miracles he makes 
us, even us, like unto himself.. There is indeed a vast 
gulf between the best Christian and the Lord but he 
can bridge #! 

I sometimes* wonder if something could not advance, 
if it were only by a little, the coming of that hour — 
whether the ardor of the Church to be reunited with 
her Lord might not hasten it! I do feel that the great- 
est work of the Church to-day is prayer. All of the 
other works must be done also, but prayer — surely 
there ought to be a great communion in prayer, and 
a great concentration in prayer for the Lord to come. 
After all, such prayer is the greatest witness we can 
give, because the world will be more impressed by 
what they hear us saying to God than what they hear 
us_ saying to themselves. 

It is our faith in the first advent of the Lord and 
what he then accomplished by dying on the cross, and 
it is our faith in his second advent and the near ap- 
proach of it, that will impress the world and strike 
their-heart, making them question whether or not they 
are as safe as they have supposed in being without 
Christ, and in building a world-future which takes no 
account of him. 

After all, what is the Christian’s great comfort prof- 
fered by the Lord? “Let riot your heart be troubled: 
ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father’s 
house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would 
I go to prepare a place for you. And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
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and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there 
ye may be also.” 

Is there a more wonderful prospect for us. than 
that? Are we not longing to be at Home? We are, 
— but I know there are so many who would like to 
wait just a minute longer until those they love have 
been gathered in. I believe that the Lord is just as 
anxious for these as we are; and what he requires of 
us is that we shall bear faithful witness to them, — 
and sometimes it is harder to bear witness to our 
friends and associates than to any one else. It is easier 
to go afar off and tell the stranger; but if we wit- 
ness, and pray, saying, “Lord, thou knowest what this 
means to us, but we are seeking first thy kingdom, 
thy righteousness and thy glory; even so come,” I have 
the conviction that when he comes he will bring all 
good things with him. When he comes and takes us 
away he is not going to leave our dear ones behind. 
We can trust him for that. Meanwhile, and as we 
trust him for that, we have our hearts set on his vin- 
dication, his glory, and his coming, knowing all the 
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time that every minute he stays away there is a tre- 
mendous sweeping into the net of the evil one of so 
many men and women. The tragedy of to-day is the 
culminating force of evil. Does not there surge up in 
our hearts the supplication that he come and cut short 
this awful condition? 

Let us realize the condition and have the courage 
to face what the world is to-day, and what it is becom- 
ing. Let us, in the face of these tragic things, look 
up more than ever to Heaven where he sits at the 
right hand of God until his enemies be made his foot 
stool. 

That is the one thing first in the heart of the be- 
liever —the triumph of God and of his Christ, the 
coming of Christ, his vindication in glory, the silenc- 
ing of all who deny him as Redeemer and God. All 
praise and honor to him who died on the cross that 
he might take away our sins and suffer the penalty 
and give us the supreme gift of his own righteous 
nature and eternal life! May he soon come! 

Paris, FRANCE, 








When we visited Mr. and Mrs. Contesse 
at their Bible Conference in France 








Preaching Victory in Superstitious Digne 


By Edith F. Norton 














The work of Mr. and Mrs. Henri Contesse in the needy Roman Catholic town of Digne is by no means 
limited to a single conference in the summer. A Gospel Hall is maintained where services are conducted every 


Sunday and 


ednesday evening. The Hall is open at certain hours every day, and people are invited to come 


and meet with those who can give spiritual help. In addition, Mr. and Mrs. Contesse are the directors of La 
Bonne Revue, one of the few religious periodicals for Protestant Christians in France. 

Readers of The Sunday School Times may be glad to know that paying guests can be accommodated in the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Contesse, and may there, under careful instruction, study French while enjoying the brac- 
ing climate of the picturesque lower Alps. Digne is about seven hours from either Nice or Marseille, in south- 


eastern France. 


Will you not add to your prayer list this real pioneer mission work of the Contesses, asking God to supply 
every need for the maintenance and enlargement of the work, and, if it is his will, that an infirmary may be 


made possible to supplement the work among the sick ? 


HARMINGLY situated in its circle of enfold- 

ing hills, the Basses Alpes, lies the ancient city 

of Digne, im France. Into its deep spiritual 
darkness, thirteen years ago, a ray of divine light 
penetrated with the coming of the Gospel tent of the 
“Mission Interieure,’ a mission whose purpose it is 
to evangelize untouched fields in France. 

The evangelist in charge of the meetings was Mr. 
Henri Contesse. His soul’ was stirred by the need he 
saw existing about him, and when a young convert 
said to him at parting, “Will you go now, and leave 
us again to our darkness?” he could only reply, “We 
must pray that God will send you some one.” And 
it énded by Mr. Contesse and his faithful wife them- 
selves answering the Macedonian cry and taking up 
their abode at remote and isolated Digne 

Surrounding. them in their “Departément” were 
some 216 villages scattered throughout the mountain- 
ous region of the lower Alps. A dark, poor, needy, 
superstitious corner of France it was, in which they 
were placed; but God had put them there, and that 
was enough, rn 

To-day one can look past the Statue Gassendi, on 
the great public promenade, across the tiny canal to 
a charming temple that God has given these faithful 
ones in which to preach his faithful Word. Up the 
road a bit (Boulevard Victor Hugo) past the church, 
one arrives at the building in which is printed their 
monthly journal, La Bonne Revue, in its twentieth 
year and having the largest circulation of any religious 
journal in France. Turning to the left into the drive- 
way, one arrives at the hospitable home and offices 
of the family Contesse. 

It is now eight years ago that the first summer 
Bible Conference was at Digne by our friends 
Contesse; a bold enterprise, surely, but any one who 
knows them could never accuse them of small faith 
or scanty vision. Fifteen people gathered for the first 
Conference, The second summer, the number had 
mounted to forty. To-day, one hundred to one hun- 
dred and twenty-five gather, quite as large a crowd 
as can be accommodated in their inadequate buildings. 
How we wish friends at home who love France would 
aid these soul-winners in a needy field to “lengthen 
their cords”! 

We have long been friends of Monsieur and 
Madame Contesse, but this was the first summer that 
we found it possible to be present at their Conference, 
and then only for the closing three days, August 23-26. 
We had longed that Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, Editor 
of The Sunday School Times, who had been visiting 
us in Belgium for three weeks, might accompany us to 
Digne. Such great blessing had come to us and to our 
associates on the field through his Victorious Life 
messages that we yearned to hear proclaimed in France 
the same message of deliverance. But a clear leading 
forbade his making that journey at that time, so we 
two alone traversed France, from Paris to Grenoble, 
then, after a day’s ride from Grenoble to Digne over 
mountain passes and through picturesqué valleys, all 
to the accompaniment of a day-long torrential rain- 
storm, were deposited at last at the station at Digne. 


The next day was Sunday, a day of blessing, and 
a hint of what was coming was given at the eleven 
o’clock service at which Mr. Norton spoke in English 
to thost who could understand. He had felt that the 
Victorious Life message must be presented to that 
hungry people who had come from every corner of 
France, yes, and from Spain and Algeria, and Italy 
and Switzerland, as well, all longing to be fed; ‘and 
what bread is there for the soul like Jesus Christ him- 
self? And when the fulness as it is in Christ was pre- 
sented, how those hungry ones responded! 

That night, way into the hours of morning, we could 
not sleep. It seemed almost as though hell were let 
loose below our hotel windows. The next morning a 
weary-eyed chambermaid answered our bell, ‘“‘Ah, yes,” 
she replied, “que voules-vous? C’est le Dimanche. On 
Sunday, it is nothing all day and night but balls, tennis, 
movies, the day the most difficult for us.” “That is too 
bad,” I replied, “for our Lord meant his day to be one 
of rest.” I wish I could depict the pathos with which 
that poor, worn, unlovely woman responded, weeping 
at the mention of his Name, “Oh, the Lord is not 
for me.” And as she unfolded her story of sorrow 
and misery I realized afresh what need there was for 
workers such as Monsieur and Madame Contesse at 
Digne. But when I asked the poor woman to get in 
touch with our friends she disclosed her fear, her 
three children in a convent, her own place in the hotel 
in jeopardy if she should associate herself with Prot- 
estants, the dread and powerful hand of Rome. 

I remembered, too, the campaign of slander that 
our friends the Contesses had endured the early days 
at Digne, and I read again what Victor Hugo wrote 
so long ago in his great work, “Les Misérables,” con- 
cerning this same town where the Bishop of Digne 
had befriended the hero, Jean Valjean, and it was 
written of the old Bishop in his early days in the town, 
“M. Myrill had to submit to the treatment accorded 
all newcomers in a little town where there are many 
mouths to talk, but very few heads that think.” Oh, 
surely Christian friends at home will remember Chris- 
tian workers such as these our friends in such dark and 
superstitious places where Rome ever hinders, as did 
the Pharisees of old, those who would like to “enter in.” 

On Monday morning, at 10.30, at the church, behold 
another Victorious Life message, this time by Mr. U. 
Cosandey, a Swiss evangelist of rare power. Then a 
season of prayer, in which the deeps of many a heart 
were broken up. Such power of the Holy Spirit was 
manifested that the leader, Mr. Contesse, unselfishly 
gave up his own message for the following morning, 
so that also on Tuesday Mr. Cosandey and Mr, Norton 
might give an additional message on the fulness of the 
Holy Spirit. It was a remarkable scene at the close, 
when amidst tears and sobs many took the great gift 
for the first time. Yes, the Lord willed that the Life 
of Victory should be presented at Digne and he ac- 
complished his purpose in his own way. 

There were other helpful talks given at the Conven- 
tion by different speakers, and a remarkable series on 
the Tabernacle by Mr. Squire of Lausanne, and each 
night at the local theater evangelistic services by Mr. 
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Cosandey. Altogether a time of blessing for all who 
attended, and yet another link in a chain which is unit- 
ing in one the hearts of many around the world in 
many lands who are learning to say, “To me to live is 
Christ.” 

BrussE.s, Betcrum, 


An Early Morning Lesson Preparation 
By Mattie H. Leake 


This article is one of twenty-three prize contest artictes 
that comprise a unique book, ‘ Preparing and Teaching the 
Lesson.’ Presenting as it does a wealth of tested methods 
of lesson preparation from experienced teachers in all walks 
of life, this book will be found invaluable to the Sunday- 
school teacher who is seeking more efficient ways to study 
and present the lesson. It may be had from The Sunday 

School Times Company, Philadelphia, for $1.00. 


Y HELPS, besides a Scofield Reference Bible, 

are The Sunday School Times, The Moody 

Bible Institute Monthly, and ~ Serving and 
Waiting. These three publications contain the Inter- 
national Sunday School lessons. 

I rise at four or five o’clock on Sunday morning 
while all around me is still and I am entirely alone. 

After spending a few minutes refreshing myself, I . 
kneel down and pray for help. 

If the lesson seems vague and difficult I tell the 
Lord so in language I should use to a friend of whom 
I was asking help, and make plain wherein the diffi- 
culties lie. 

Sometimes a lesson is so full and rich that I am at 
a loss what to omit. This also I bring to the Lord 
and ask for direction. 

A Sunday-school lesson is not worth my time and 
effort unless it advances us in grace or knowledge or 
both, and so I present my class before the Lord as 
subjects of his love, whose needs are known only to 
him. I pray to him for cleansing that he may fill me 
with his Spirit for that particular lesson and thus en- 
able me to teach that which he desires for my class 
(women from thirty to forty years of age). 5 

My first step after this is to read carefully the les- 
son helps in The Sunday School Times and also those 
in The Moody Monthly and in Serving and Waiting. 

As I read these I mark with a pencil everything 
that is new and helpful, preparatory to my final prep- 
aration when I reach the lésson itself. 

This reading and pencil marking I do thoughtfully 
and: but once, and follow it up with a close reading 
of the lesson with context for the first time, observ- 
ing as I do so, the pencil markings I have mentioned. 
(1 wish to say here that the excellent treatments men- 
tioned so illuminate my course of study when I take 
up the lesson in detail, that I have always received 
more on the lesson than I can condense within the 
time allotted to teach it, and I leave my class later 
with left-overs for another time,—and this has been 
the case especially with those lessons referred to be- 
fore which were at first vague and difficult.) 

’ With my Bible open to the lesson, and with these 
helps spread before me, and with a few small leaves 
of paper upon which to make my notes for references, 
I proceed to prepare my lesson for teaching. 

My first step is an introduction, which consists of 
correlating the lesson with the previous one, important 
references to the leading personages in the lesson, 
mention of significant features, locations with use of 
a map or blackboard, worth while information con- 
cerning the writer. of the book in which the lesson is 
given and his relation to the lesson theme and to the 
people. Two minutes are required to deliver the intro-° 
duction. ; 

My second outline is the setting of the lesson, and 
consists of the events or circumstances that occasion 
it, the time and place, and the acting person or persons 
concerned. One minute is sufficient for this. 

Now I take the lesson just as the members of the 
class are supposed to have it before them, and begin a 
verse-by-verse study of it, jotting down carefully from 
my pencil markings in The Sunday School Times and 

e Moody Monthy and Serving and Waiting every- 
thing that is new and that helps in the interest of the 
subject. To these I also add narratives, incidents, or 
anything else of interest that comes to my mind that 
may contribute to the lesson. 

I number each verse in my notes and make it a sep- 
araje paragraph of itself. To this paragraph I note 
down all helps on that verse which I have marked in 
the above publications. Thus I continue through verse 
by verse until the lesson is done. 

And so, with a copy of the lesson and my notes in 
my hands, when I come into the presence of my class 
there is no confusion and no time wasted. I keep 
with the class and they keep with me. 

In my preparation of the lesson in detail, I con- 
stantly have need for Scripture references. At the 
point in my notes. (and the lesson) where such refer- 
ences are needed I indicate on my notes the book, 
chapter and verse thus: (1) John 3:2. On a slip of 
paper I write the same thing and hand it to some mem- 
ber of my class who at once finds the verse and 

uts the slip at the place in such a way that she may 
instantly open to it. When I call for that number, 

(1), to be read she reads it and no time is lost. Any 
number of references may be used in.this way with 
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Lesson for November 15 
Acts 21:17 to 22:30 


good effect. It adds interest. When a Scripture ref- 
erence is read in the presence of.the class by a member 
of the class it has greater weight than if simply quoted 
by. the teacher, 

Not infrequently I gather current events through 
the week which I file and which help by way of illus- 
trations, 

I also make use of narratives, instances, and ex- 
periences which I have read and heard. If I fail to 
remember these I can sometimes bring an illustration 
from my own smail storehouse. 

The Golden Text is always good. Sometimes it 
seems to stand: by itself. Then I treat it by itself, 
bringing. other Scripture to bear upon it. Again, its 
place precedes the lesson and I take it first. Usually 
it fits into some particular verse or some set place 
which, of course, determines its relation in the lesson. 

Finally I go thoughtfully through the whole lesson 
from first to last in search of the lessons and com- 
fort warnings which I think are timely and wise, and 
which will lead the class to discover and appropriate 
to themselves the benefits to be derived. 

hese questions and suggestions I write down and 
present m such a way as to induce the class to do the 
talking, 

My notes consist of only short sentences or phrases 
or words. They are only reminders, but they are 
carefully selécted. 

My. preparation for teaching is now finished. 

It is eight o’clock and I still have an hour left. 

MaryYVILLE, TENN. 


Rock and Tempest 
By Anne Russell Sampson 


MAY readers of The Sunday School Times have 
for years been praying for Dr. Henry Woods 
and the great Bible Encyclopedia, — his work for the 
past seven years, It is now finished and going abroad 
all over China, 

This answer to their prayers is an encouragement 
to continue in supplication for the Spirit’s teaching 
to go with the books. Doubtless also those prayers 
were effective in a deliverance recently in Shanghai 
from a real peril. The strike was very bitter against 
the trolley service, but all seemed quiet when Dr. and 
Mrs, Woods started out one afternoon. Suddenly, 
without malice toward him, but with the desire to in- 
jure the company, a great jagged stone was hurled 
through the window, passing within an inch of Dr. 
Woods’ head. Yet no hair of his head was touched. 


O Trinity of love and power, 

~~ brethren shield in danger’s hour. 
rom rock and tempest, fire and foe, 
Protect them wheresoe’er they go. 


VENTNOR, N. J. 











| The Victorious Life 








Calendar of Conferences 


Many have expressed a desire to be kept informed of, 
and to pray for, meetings addressed by members or 
speakers of the Victorious Life Testimony. 

Keswick, N. J., November 27-29.—Thanksgiving Week- 
End Victorious Life Conference. Board and room, $6 for 
the conference period, from Friday afternoon until break- 
fast, Monday morning. Registration fee is $1, and should 
be sent with application for accommodations. 

Philadelphia, Pa., January 20-23, 1926.—Ninth Winter Con- 
ference of the Victorious Life Testimony, Chambers-Wylie 
Presbyterian Church, Broad Street below Spruce. 


Full information as to the above Conferences may 
be had by addressing the Victorious Life Testimony, 
2, Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. 


Keswick—An Ideal Place for that 
Fall or Winter Vacation 


F YOU are planning to take a week or so from 

your work or your duties during the fall or win- 
ter months, and you want a real retreat where you 
may find quietness, rest, and recreation amidst health- 
ful and beautiful surroundings, yet with real Chris- 
tian fellowship and spiritual blessing, Keswick may 
prove to be just the place, you are looking for. Among 
the evergreens, bordering on beautiful little lakes, Kes- 
wick’s six hundred acres of consecrated ground are 
almost as charming in winter as in summer. Amor 
the many features of benefit and enjoyment an hour 
of Bible study is planned for each day, and arrange- 
ments are being’ made to have prominent Bible teachers 
at Keswick during the winter season. The. very mod- 
erate rates and all other information may be had from 
Addison C. Raws, Keswick Grove, N. J. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


685 








Where the young child lay, 
and grew in grace and favor , 








Visiting Bethlehem and Nazareth 


By Elizabeth A. Smellie 














66 ET us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see 
this thing which is come to pass, which the 
Lord hath made known unto us.” If Chris- 
tian people were given a choice of the sacred places 
that they might visit, would not the majority decide 
on Bethlehem? Every mother’s heart leaps with holy 
joy and hope when the prospect seems assured, the 
wish likely to be fulfilled. For what draws out love 
and reverence, as does the helpless form of a little 
child? If Mary, homeless, friendless, and unnoticed 
did taste the cup of anguish in the little room, yet she 
in her humble shelter drank of the joy of motherhood 
as no other woman has ever done. In Bethlehem of 
Judea she brought forth her first-born son and laid 
him in a manger. For there was no room for her 
in the inn. Oh, the pity of it! I think of the undying 
fame and glory and honor that some one missed, who 
might have given up rest and quiet and ease, that the 
handmaid of the Lord might have had sanctuary and 
refuge in her so great need. But, from the first, 
there was no room for him, no desire after him. At 
the beginning of his life we see the fragile little body, 
treasured and tended by Mary, resting beside her, in 
the rocky grotto; and when his enemies with bitter 
hatred, left his sacred body shattered and dead on the 
cross, it was loving hands that carried him to rest 
again to a rocky dwelling in quietness. One cannot 
visit Bethlehem without experiencing an indescribable 
gladness. It is indeed the native land of Him for 
whose coming the ancient world had longed and prayed, 
and the consolations which encircle one there, are of 
Heaven and not of earth. ; 

Rachel’s ‘tomb in the way that leadeth to Ephrath: 
this is Bethlehem, and reminds us of the old, old love 
story, which never loses its charm. Many of Jacob’s 
weaknesses we overlook, when we recall the human 
love so steadfast, that it toiled and waited fourteen 
years to attain its object. And was it not in this grace- 
ful little town the first martyrs for Jesus’ sake were 
gathered? Around the throne of God to-day they 
worship him, for whose sake the bitter draught was 
accepted. 

The grotto of the Nativity, cut out of the limestone 
rock, now covered by the buildings of a church, with 
two flights of stairs leading to the bottom of the 
grotto, lighted by fifty-three lamps, its floor covered 
with white marble, where, fitted into the paving, shines 
a vermilion star, is the place, where, according to tra- 
dition, the Virgin Mary gave birth to the Saviour of 
mankind. Round the star burn day and night, fifteen 
lamps, four of which belong to the Latins, five to the 
Armenians, and four to the Greeks. We feel that we 
are standing on holy ground, and, like the shepherd- 
worshipers, we long to fall down before Him, and of- 


. fer Him the treasures of a heart of love, and a life 


of consecrated service.: But how we wish that the 
simple stable had been: left for us to see without garish 
adornment! The conception of it which had been cre- 
ated in early childhood and treasured through succeed- 
nig years, is the picture, which after seeing the altar 
of the Magi, where the wise men of the East pros- 
trated themselves before the Lord of Heaven and earth, 
the manger with its draping and adornment, the gloomy 
grotto, except for the artificial light given by the 
lamp, with marbled walls, is the idea which remains. 
What we see is the artificial, and what we had im- 
agined was the true and sublime. 

In the Chapel of the Holy Innocents, under the altar, 
there is a low opening shut by an iron grill, ‘which is 
opened only once a year, at the feast of the Holy 
Innocents. It was there, according to tradition, where 
the bones of the innocent victims of Herod’s fury 
were deposited. 

Leaving so much that is legendary, we turn with a 
feeling of satisfaction to the field of Boaz. There is 
nothing improbable about the tradition, for among the 
valleys of the neighborhood it is the one best suited 
for the cultivation of barley. . Here Ruth the Moab- 
itess came down out of the town, in her sadness and 
poverty, that she might glean with the laborers. How 
fragrant the story is, how full of new charm, as we 
gaze on the field that was the scene of the meeting 
with Boaz, which ended_her loneliness, and brought 
her into the family of David, and made her an an- 
cestress of our Lord. 

And what of Nazareth? you ask me. Well, Naz- 
areth gripped my heart. It was full of interest. It 
is a place never mentioned in the Old Testament. The 
name Nazareth means a flower-bearing shoot, or even 
a flower. It owes all its celebrity to the honor re- 
served for it, being the town in which Mary lived, 
when Gabriel announced to her the Incarnation of the 
Word, and of being the place chosen by the Son of 
God, in which. to spend most of his life, unknown and 
subject to Joseph and Mary. Obedience to parents is 
little taught in our time, and because of that children 
have lost much that made them attractive, and parents 
much that added to their honor and well-being. But 


the fifth commandment, the first commandment with 
a promise, was honored by God’s own Son in his rev- 
erence for Joseph and Mary. What memories center 
around this village, hallowing it. The beautiful ap- 
peals to the pilgrim. Clean, neat houses; happy, well 
cared for children; the hils rising round about, all 
make a pleasing picture. Fig trees and olives, as well 
as hedges of cactus add cool green color to the dazzle 
of brilliant sunshine, and the dust-colored background 
of the terraced buildings that range upon the southern 
slope of Nebi-Sain to a height of 1,485 feet. How 
often, as we trod ‘the well-paved, narrow streets did 
our thoughts revert to the events connected with the 
history of our Lord. Did he ever, with Mary, as is 
very probable, carry water from the spring that gushes 
from the mountain, a little above the church of St. 
Gabriel? Here he must often have played with other 
boys and walked in the fields and spoken many kind 
words to the sorrowful and the needy. The shadow 


“of the future rejection first fell on him in the syn- 


agogue, in which, as his custom was, he worshiped 
When thrust out of the town and threatened with 
death by his kinsfolk, it was the prelude to the day, 
when, “Bearing shame and scoffing rude, In my place 
condemned He stood.” There the sword must again 
have pierced Mary’s heart, when her Son, the Saviour 
of mankind, felt the hatred of human hearts at en- 
mity with God. A modern and homely touch was 
given, when, raising our eyes to a higher terrace, the 
presence of the Baptist Missiom was announced on a 
blue enamel scroll, I think that it was with envious 
heart that we thought of our brethren in Christ Jesus, 
who, in his own town were his ambassadors. The 
mosque of the town, built in 1814, possesses nothing 
of interest. : 
In Capernaum, where Christ manifested his omnip- 
otence by so many miracles, and where he gave so 
many pledges of his goodness and tenderness, we lin- 
gered, filled with awe and wonder. We felt that he was 
there, and, as of old, bestowing his peace on hearts 
receptive to his teaching and his love. Sitting on the 
ruins of the synagogue built by the Roman centurion, 
whose faith our Lord commended, it requires only a 
backward glance .o live again many a busy day in 
company with the Master. Enjoying the rest and 
the afternoon sunshine, marveling at the anemone-car- 
peted ground, and rested by the lake water lapping at 
our feet, we saw as never before the gracious Lord, 
who healed Simon’s wife’s mother, who paid the tax 
for himself and Peter, who brought back from death 
the little daughter of Jairus, and wooed from the tax- 
collector’s table his apostle Levi. There, too, the four 
unnamed saints made a hole in the flat roof of the 
house where the Master was, and laid the paralytic on 
his bed at the feet of the Great Physician. Oh, for 
the faith that refuses to be crushed by difficulties — 
the faith that wins through to Christ! And in Caper- 
naum, “And at even,” says Mark, “they brought unto 
him all that were diseased, and them that were pos- 
sessed with devils.” One likes to think of the in- 
valids, of the little children, of the parents, who, there 
and then, were recovered every whit. Surely among 
them many would find healing of soul, and peace of 


. conscience. There was inexpressible charm in reading 


the sixth chapter of John on the same stones that heard 
the divine discourse on the Bread of Life, How sad 
is the farewell that the divine Master t@ies of the 
city when pronouncing the doom, which the grandsons 
of the scribes and Pharisees, who incited the inhabi- 
tants to rise up against the Messiah, assures us was 
fulfilled. A century after the death of Christ, Caper- 
naum, that in point of privilege, had been exalted to 
heaven, had become a veritable Jewish Sodom. In the 
glory of a spring evening, the scent of bloom-burdened 
almond trees wafted to us on the breeze, and eve 
patch of green yielding narcissus and anemone, we felt 
how different the history would have been, had Christ 
been” welcomed. A large hotel is almost completed 
and will provide shelter for future pilgrims. For our- 
selves, we would choose the simple hospitality of a 
fisherman’s cabin which must often have provided food 
and rest for the man Christ Jesus. 


CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 
we 


An inspiring devotional book by the late Dr. 
Smellie is “Service and Inspiration.” The chapter 
titles indicate its scope: The Prevailing Motive, The 
Worst Foes, The Immortal Book, The Reading which 
Feeds the Heart, The Quickening Power, The Best 
Training, The Daily Walk, The Unforgetting Lord, 
The Great Hope, Give Me the Master.’ Companion 
volumes are “The Well by the Way” and “Out of the 
Desert a Gift.’ Each book may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, at $1.50 cach, or at the special price of $4, 
postpaid, for the set of three. 


- 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


This is the November Survey, appearing a week ahead of 
the usual first-of-the-month issue 


By Ernest Gordon 














ing evaluated, and opinions vary much concerning 

it. It seems after all that the Nicene creed was re- 
peated at the opening and the close of the conference 
as a sort of concession to the delegation from the 
Eastern church in its several branches. But Uni- 
tarians were seated in the conference, certainly to the 
distaste of many. “It was a real mistake. One can- 
not have Christian fellowship with people who deny 
the essentials of Christian truth. .., The world needs 
Christian morals, but Christian morals are powerless 
and rootless unless borne up by the Christian life and 
the Christian life is a life in Jesus Christ as divine 
Saviour and Lord.” So writes Skovgaard-Peterson 
of the presence of Unitarian members in a conference 
commemorating the Council of Nicea,—an offense 
against history, good taste, and the cross of Christ. 

The council was called to consider a Christian pro- 
gram for the world, and entirely disregarded Christ’s 
own program in the Great Commission. There was no 
action taken regarding the church’s first work and first 
calling, the witnessing to the Gospel in all the world. 
Kristelig Dagbladet of Copenhagen puts its finger on 
the sore spot in this congress, as in present-day church 
life generally. With another Gospel, a party in the 
church is attempting to substitute another program for 
that which Christ commanded, 

The harmony of the conference was on the surface 
only. “Contradictions and oppositions which cannot 
be harmonized,” says this paper, “were present. We 
are not thinking of dogmatic differences between west 
European Protestantism and the Eastern Orthodox 
churches, but in the difference in the conception of 
Christ’s work which appeared clearly at the meeting. 
Some spoke as if the chief task was to bring social 
salvation to the world, as if this were the real Gospel. 
Others emphasized most strongly the conversion of the 
individual as the church’s task. Only in this way can 
a better social state be brought in, for Christianity is, 
before all, religion and not a program of social im- 
provement. The two conceptions collide every day at 
home. In Stockholm they listened to each other 
quietly, but the quiet was artificial and therefore with- 
out significance. 

“The opposition between what we are wont to call 
positive and liberal theology did not come under dis- 
cussion, but it was there in forms which it has been 
altogether impossible to harmonize at home.” 


Tie Stockholm Oecumenical Conference is be- 


The American Delegation is not given much con- 
sideration in the European press. Their utterances 
were deemed superficial, at times flambouyant; their 
hand-clapping in church an unpleasant innovation. 
The tone of the “world-into-the-church movement” 
was noticeable in Stockholm. They seemed to be 
thinking, “We are going to put things over; going to 
et the nations out of the trenches by Christmas.” 
ad taste again! “Breezy optimism” is at a discount 
in present-day Europe. On the European side, poli- 
tics were being played, so I am informed by one who 
knows very well what is happening behind the scenes. 
The Church of Rome is treating with the Orthodox 
churches. The latter are at the parting. of the way, 
and the conference at Stockholm was an attempt on 
the part of the Archbishop of Sweden and the Angli- 
can prelates to lead them into better connections. 

There was a note of pomp and even of worldliness 
in the setting of the conference, — royal presence, gala 
dinner with wines, and the like. In the preceding 
month, Cardinal Faulhaber was given a farewell re- 
ception at the Odeum in Munich, before starting for 
the Jubilee at Rome. Ministers of state, Wittelsbach 
princes, the nobility, representatives of the university 
and polytechnic were present. The hall was adorned 
with the brilliant old Gobelins of the Residenz, and 
all the art of Munich gardeners. These are the true 
experts in world-into-the-church atmosphere. It was 
all well-meant at Stockholm, and no doubt a good 
counterpart of Nicea under Constantine’s patronage. 
But of such display I think Paul would have been in- 
clined to say, “We have no such customs, neither the 
churches of God.” 


The Address to the Church.—The jackals of the 
press enjoy nothing more than barking at the Church 
—those jackals who would not for the world offend 
the department store or champagne or soap advertisers, 
Generally they are unjust to the Church, but I ques- 
tion whether there is much injustice in the estimate 
which Mr. Grundeloch makes of the document which 
the Stockholm conference issued et urbi orbit. 

His article appears in Tidens Tegn, of Christiania, 
under the heading of “The Oecumenical Smorgas- 
bord” (the smdrgasbord is the table of appetizers 
which, at Swedish dinners, precedes the substantial 
repast). Grundeloch speaks of the “toothlessness” of 
the conference’s message. “The sentences are care- 


fully filed at the edges, polished, smoothed with sand- 
paper, and oiled with a Biblical quotation. The task 
was to say nothing, while at the same time saying 
much. This’ was solved in the most satisfactory way. 
No one, from the whitest white to the reddest red, 
could feel himself offended. 

“There is no reason why Moscow should not invite 
them next time. Moscow would be a delightful city for 
the ecclesiastical tourists to visit. : 

“With sorrow one recalls the church gatherings of 
the olden time. Those were conferences with teeth 
and claws. Standpoints were taken, decisions made which 
were not to be misunderstood. There was something 
else beside eating smédrgas (hors d’oeuvre) as in 
Stockholm. 

“They might have taken position worthy of man- 
folk. It is just that which our time needs. They might 
have taken a concrete grip on things—these who 
would fight for God’s kingdom on earth even though 
the full grasp were beyond human powers. They 
might have given a personal opinion and not have been 
afraid to take position against this or that. 

“There are people and circles, dangerous and power- 
ful, who make money out of war and rumors of war. 
The conference condemns war only in the abstract. 
One might have thought that so mighty an assembly 





Linking Acts with Genesis 


A ship of Adramyttium (Acts 27: 2) 
carried Paul to Myra, where he shifted over 
into a ship of Alexandria proceeding with it 
to Malta. In the Contemporary Review for 
August, Dr. Rendel Harris makes this item 
of fact the starting point for an interesting 
study. Adramyttium, one of the best known 
of ancient harbors, is the modern Edremit. 
In Dr. Harris’ judgment, it was a Mediter- 
ranean colony in prehistoric times of the 
Adramitae, people of the spice-bearing area 
of Southern Arabia, otherwise Hadramaut. 


But the Hebrew equivalent of Hadramaut 
is, according to most Arabists, Hazarmaveth, 
mentioned in the genealogy of Genesis 10: 
26, ‘and Joktan begat... Hazarmaveth.” 

Myra, the port where Paul changed boats, 
immediately suggests myrrh, especially as it 
lies close to the island of Adramythe on the 
Lycian coast. Smyrna, the city of myrrh, 
was obviously another colony of the Arabian 
traders in guns and frankincense: also Had- 
rumetum, a variant of Hadramyttium, a port 
of the Cartheginian coast long antedating 
Carthage. Pliny speaks of Adyrmachidae, 
a tribe occupying Lybia to the west of 
Alexandria. Here we have another trace of 
the very early South Arabiai colonization in 
the Mediterranean. 

The name ‘in the tenth of Genesis is no 
mythical one, then, but one that has left 
actual traces to our time. 














would have a rich material concerning that which is 
happening behind the scenes. But not a glimpse! 

“A toothlessness was exhibited which was meant to 
pass for pious conciliatoriness, but the right name of 
which was cowardice. They forgot that the whip of 
small cords was not unknown to the Saviour’s hand. 

“No, the oecumenical congress gives no promise for 
the future. Its only worth was to prove its own 
worthlessness. Men of the present need something 
entirely different. They need a clergy which will lead 
in open fight against the .evil in the world, a clergy 
which builds the strong church with sword in one hand 
and trowel in the other.” 


Does the Teaching of the Second Coming Cut the 
Nerve of Missions?—The modernist theory of mis- 
sions is concentration. Build up great complexes of 
buildings, schools, institutions. Get your feet planted 
on solid ground, and then work outward. It would 
use “sound tactics”; is rationalist; leaves no room 
for mysticism, or enthusiasm, or faith, or for God’s 
working. 


Se eel om - — 


The Jesuits work this way, too. Yet they “study 
maps,” plan ahead, plot out the whole world in “prov- 
inces,” and do not wait until their cadres are filled be- 
fore they form fresh ones, 

The Seventh Day Adventists also have this large 
outlook. They do not expect to conquer the world 
as the “black militia” does, but they plan to witness 
in all the world to the Gospel of the Kingdom, and 
with abundant faith thrust forth their pioneers into 
every quarter of the globe. 

The modernist works at the expense of others. He 
“captures” missions and turns them to his ends while 
the unsuspecting at home are paying the bills. The 
Adventist taxes himself and tithes his income. In 
his missionary zeal he sometimes goes where his friends 
wish he wouldn’t, and evangelical missiom reports too 
often have to complain of intrusion into fields that 
are amply covered with evangelical effort.. But in giv- 
ing to missions he is facile princeps. In 1923 his per 
capita gift to all religious objects was $41.45. The 
annual gift of Unitarians (richest of groups) to the 
American Unitarian Association is, apart from endow- 
ment incomes, about $50,000 annually; of the Ad- 
ventists (who number 102,000 in the United States and 
221,000 im the whole world), $3,224,000. Of this the 
Sabbath schools raised, in 1923, $1,392,000! 

That is what tithing does! Or rather that is how 

the belief that the Lord Jesus Christ is coming again 
and waits on his church to fulfil its testimony stimu- 
lates giving for missions. 
_ The total funds raised by this body for all purposes 
in 1923 was nine millions. They do not need to lean 
on oil magnates nor are they obliged to accept with 
oil money, rancid theology. 

They have 7,700 workers in the field. That is one 
in twenty-eight of their membership! 


“Church - Building Week” in Mecklenburg. — 
“Church-building” not with brick and mortar, but with 
the spiritual edification of the body of Christ is being 
tentatively promoted along colportage lines by members 
of the Lutheran state church in Germany. Many 
“church-building. weeks” have been held in the prov- 
ince of Anhalt. A report of this “Aufbaw’ in Meck- 
lenburg has just come to the writer’s desk, 

The territory chosen has a population of twenty-six 
thousand—a hard small-town and country soil. On 
January 5-10 inclusive, the whole area was covered by 
colporteurs; January 11-18 was devoted to addresses 
and church services. Fifty-one pastors, theological 
students, and laymen took part in the campaign. Pre- 
liminary announcements explaining the purposes of the 
promoters appeared in the local newspapers. 

The sales of books and booklets were surprising — 
in five days to the value of twenty-two hundred marks 
at a price ranging from ten to fifty pfennig each. This 
means apparently a sale of about nine thousand pwbli- 
cations. In character the literature was practical, 
narrative, concrete, —little lives of Christ, of Paul, 
stories of the Reformation, books for family worship, 
Bethlehem calendars, wall texts, books for the com- 
fort of the sorrowing,. books which rebutted free 
thought argumentation, books dealing. with certain 
sects. Also a certain amount of literature for the 
better educated. The greatest difficulty in selling was 
the present impoverished condition of the German: coun- 
tryside. , 

These amateur colporteurs, one and all, declared 
their great satisfaction with the experience. “The en- 
richment in knowledge of men was worth all the trou- 
ble,” wrote one. “One learns patience and friendli- 
ness. It was an inestimably valuable and practical 
seminar in popular psychology,” said another. One 
pastor wrote: “I advise every tired and discouraged 
minister to go eight days on colportage. You'll then 
learn to believe that there are many hearts that de- 
sire the church and its mission.” 

Indeed the essential need for a church seemed gen- 
erally acknowledged... “There are first the children to 
be trained. Then if the church should disappear there 
would be fighting and murder, and no safety for life 
and property.” So reason the German peasants. Lit- 
tle complaint was made of the church tax; on the 
other hand, there was much criticism of pew rents and 
payment for burial lots. 

The colportage constituted the best introduction for 
the preaching. All the objections, the necessities, the 
sorrows, the actual situations, stimulated and guided 
to the right word on platform and in pulpit. Forty- 
four different places were manned, chiefly public halls. 
“The church recommends itself best with that which 
it alone can mediate, —salvation,” was the key-note 
of the addresses. Some of the subjects were, “Christ 
and the Old Testament,” “What Shall We Do with 
the Bible,” “Who Was Jesus?” “The Earthly and 
the Heavenly Home.” There were lectures on the 





























Lesson for November 15 
Acts 21:17 to 22:30 


great German philanthropist, Bodelschwingh, and on 
Sundar “Singh. The Passion Play in ~stereopticon, 
‘furnished- background for very effective evangelism. 
‘A physician dealt with sexual sins in lectures to young 


men, distributing at the close White Cross literature. 


Alcoholism, the German evil par excellence, was also 
effectively dealt with. 

Co-operation came from unexpected quarters. Many 
halls were offered without charge; sometimes the fuel 
was’ also provided. The railroads aided with many 
courtesies. Collections in the churches for the ex- 
penses of the campaign gave a clear balance of nine 
hundred and fifty marks. “It was a work of faith 
and a work of. prayer,” says one in his report, and 
then adds, “Perhaps next time we shall be better pre- 
pared with prayer.” 


The Massachusetts Supreme Court and the Ando- 
ver Endowments.—The attempt to appropriate the 
Andover endowments to the uses of the Harvard The- 
ological School will make it exceedingly difficult for 
any well-informed person in the future to listen to a 
Unitarian when he speaks of “ethics.” Fortunately 
the Massachusetts Supreme Court has stepped in, and 
ordered a return of the property. The published. opin- 
ion of the Supreme Court is a stinging rebuke to all 
and sundry trustees of Andover and authorities of 
Harvard concerned in this business, 

“An owner of property,” says the court, “may give 
it -upon -trust to maintain and inculcate any doctrine 
of Christianity or to promote and extend any particu- 
lar Christian denomination by the training of ministers 
to preach its tenets. .The obligation is imposed upon 
the managers of such a charity to adhere strictly to 
the scheme of the founders. Those who administer 
the charity have no right to vary, alter, or change its 
plan. They must execute the purposes of the founders 
conformably to its true intent. Their ideas of expedi- 
ency or general utility in conducting the trust are of 
no consequence. The court in ascertaining the pur- 
pose of the founders of charitable trusts and in per- 
forming its duty to see that they are not perverted, 
has no concern with the degree of public advantage 


likely to flow from the trust as founded, compared: 


with some other more or less analogous purpose 


In applying these principles to a charity established for. 


the training of ministers of religion, manifest!y not 
the slightest consideration can be given to the present 
prevalence of the religious creeds or doctrines to be 
taught or to our own beliefs concerning them. - 

“An undenominational. theological school was : for- 
eign to the purpose of the founders and alien to their 
declarations. . . . Those original donors were resolute 
in their determination to combat liberal religious 
thought among congregationalists, . . . It is manifest 
under the associate and additional statutes that every 
Andover professor must believe sincerely and be con- 
scientiously convinced of the truth of these distinctive 
theological doctrines. . . ; The plan for closer affiliation 
with Harvard is not compatible with the foundation of 
the Andover Theological Seminary. The Andover 
Theo‘ogical Seminary was established as a separate. 
distinct, and independent theological school. The in-~ 
struments of gift which called it into being disclose 
no express or implied permission that it ever be con- 
solidated with another kindred institution, . . . The 
joining of the Seminary with another institution to 
form a non-denominational theological school is con- 
trary to the avowed end and aim of the founders.” 


Andover was founded to take the place of Har- 

vard, as a training school for the ministry after the 
Hoilis professorship was perverted to Unitarianism, 
in 1805. Its visitors and professors were obliged, 
every five years, to make formal agreement to oppose 
Unitarianism. Yet, as the Court says, under the terms 
of the merger “the professors appointed under the 
Andover endowment do not 
new theological school until appointed by the govern- 
ing boards of Harvard. No one can ‘be and remain 
an Andover professor until appointed by the authori- 
ties of Harvard. The independence of an educational 
institution is gone when its teachers must receive their 
final appointment from some outside authority. , . . 
Doctrinal and creedal requirements were of the es- 
sence of the purpose of the founders of the: Andover 
Seminary. The founders looked forward to no such 
modifications. On the contrary the associate founders 
enjoined that every. article of the creed ‘forever re- 
main entirely and identically the same, without the 
least alteration.” . . . These findings cannot abate or 
qualify the emphasis placed upon the Andover creed 
and the Westminster Assembly’s Shorter Catechism 
in the constitution and the associate statutes of the 
Andover Seminary.” 
:, This decision is of great timeliness and importance. 
Other Christian endowments are being insidiously at- 
tacked and misapplied, although in utter shamelessness 
the Andover perversion will always remain in a class 
by itself. The time is ripe for a defensive organiza- 
tion with ample legal resources to examine into such 
perversions and to take steps to correct them. 


In Patagonia.—Three thousand Scots are carrying 
on great sheep ranches in Patagonia, — Macleods, 
Macleans, Macphersons, Morrisons, Pattersons, Frasers. 
Their farms are of enormous size, up to two hundred 
thousand acres carrying one hundred and fifty thous- 
and sheep. Mr. Douglas Bruce at the last general ses- 


become professors in the_ 
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sion. of the Free Church of Scotland reported on a 
deputation visit to this isolated Protestant community. 
Scotch grit and ability have redeemed the desert land 
and filled it with sheep, but the shepherds themseives 
need shepherding. The children are growing up wiid. 
Mr. Bruce described the unedifying baptism of one 
who at first ran away, was pursued, lassooed, and finally 
oo by its parents while the rite was adminis- 
tered. 

Such an outpost of Protestantism in South America 
should be developed and strengthened, as no doubt it 
will be. It has potentialities no less than those of the 
seventeenth century colonies on the New England coast. 
With the ivy and honeysuckie from Aberfeldy and 
Ballindalloch and Glencairn which these settlers have 
trained over their Patagonian cottages, should go the 
Shorter Catechism and the “great ha’ Bibie.” ~ 


Schism in Mexican Catholicism.—A considerable 
group of Mexican senators and deputies, under th~ lead 
of Ricardo Trevino, are backing the patriarch rerez, 
leader of the National Catholic movement in Mexico. 
These members of the Mexican Congress declare that 
Mexico’s emancipation from Spain was but half the 
needed emancipation. A consequent and determined 
breach with Rome is needed to finish the task. They 
thus appeal to Mexican patriotism. On the other hand 
the church authorities seek the stipport of nationalist 
feeling by asserting that the new movement is pro- 
moted from the United States. It is nothing other 
than the heretical gringoes who are back of it! Vari- 
ous churches have been assigned to the nationalist, or 
reformed Catholics, among them the cathedral of Ta- 
basco. A federation of Catho'ic societies headed by 
Luis Bustos, head of the Knights of Columbus, and 





Spiritual Emptiness 





Among the Jews 





A frightful increase in suicides among the 
Jews, especially of Poland, is reported in the 
Continental press. In many Jewish papers 
it is described as a true epidemic. Most of 
those killing themselves belong to the com- 
mercial class. It is said that Jewish wives 
in Poland are so anxious about it that they 
hardly dare give their husbands the daily 
paper lest they be taken with the contagion. 
In an appeal to the Jews to fight this ten- 
dency, Mr. H. D. Nomlery says: 


“It is a shame that so old a people as we 
are, after enduring all sorts of trials and 
bearing so many sufferings during the cen- 
turies past, should now suddenly lose courage. 
The whole phenomenon is not at all Jewish. 
It is a psychosis which has attacked a sick 
organism. The old toughness is gone.” 
He attributes this epidemic to the spiritual 
emptiness in the Jewish business class. 


There is another sign of Jewish decadence. 
One can take up any Yiddish paper and on 
the fronc page be sure to find a crime com- 
mitted by some Jew. Fifty years ago such 
crimes were almost unknown. One such 
would be talked over for years by Jewish 
women and children. Now it is an every- 
day occurrence, Jewish thieves there were 
in the past, but crimes such as murder and 
violent burglary were unknown in Jewish 
life. 











Rene Garza, president of the Catholic Association of 
Mexican Youth, have formally protested against the 
anticlerical policies of the government. This mani- 
festo the Minister of the Interior, M. Valenzuela, has 
declared “frankly seditious,” and announces his inten- 
tion to prosecute, 

Boring from within tactics are more and more used 
by those who are out to break down evangelical Chris- 
tianity. Notice, for example, how the Unitarians ar- 
range to have their young people’s organization held 
its annual meet in the historical centers of New Eng- 
land Congregationalism,—at Mt. Holyoke College, 
for example, and at Phillips Academy, Andover, and 
how their Unitarian Laymen’s League foregathers not 
at Harvard, but at Yale. Notice too their persistent 
attempt to break into the Y. M, C. A. and the Y. W. 
oe The English ritualists have succeeded in no 
small degree in saturating the Anglican church with 
their peculiar ideas and practises. Or to take another 
example from abroad, German “Catholic Days” (1. e., 
great gatherings of Catholics) are held just in the 
strongest Protestant centers, as lately in Hanover, to 
demonstrate the power of Catholicism before Protes- 
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tant eyes. Such a gathering has even been staged at 
Wittenberg, the cradle of ‘the Reformation, and a day 
of humiliation appointed because of the schism of the 
sixteenth century, almost under the eaves of. the church 
of the ninety-five theses. The Berlingske Tidendc, of 
Copenhagen, reports how the Spiritists might be tak- 
ing their cue from the Unitarians. At their national 
gathering for Denmark, they formally petitioned for 
the use of the state churches for spiritist lectures and 
gatherings. 
_ “Spiritism’s teaching,” they said, “is a more spiritual 
interpretation of the Bible’s teaching, in fuil agree- 
ment with Jesus Christ’s Word, a spiritual movement 
the purpose of which is to prove life’s continuance 
after death. Spiritism is a constantly growing move- 
ment both in Denmark and the whole af the rest of the 
Civi.ized wor.d, and we may in the name of truth and 
justice demand its recognition as a religious society 
together with the other religious societies of the land.” 
The request was promptly refused by the govern- 
ment. It were well if it foliowed the lead of the 
Austrian government and prohibited spiritist seances 
altogether. This course was adopted, following a re- 
port of investigations made by the eminent Austrian 
psychiatrist, Professor W. Jauregg, president of the 
High Sanitary Council. Dr. Jauregg asserts that the 
numbers of insane in Austrian asylums whose sickness 
cam be traced to spiritist practises is evidence of the 
great dangers attending these practises. 


Military Courtesies.—In Prussia, the land of mili- 
tary uniforms, the uniform of those peaceful warriors, 
the Salvationists, once excited derision. No longer so. 
Commander and Mrs. John Ogrim, leaving Germany 
for Sweden, receive the following: ; 

Very Honored Herr Kommander: 

I have received your kind letter in which you an- 
nounce your return to your Swedish fatherland. 

I cannot lef your departure from Germany pass with- 
out expressing the hearty thanks of myself and the 
German people to you and your honored wife for all 
that you did for our sorely tried country during the 
years that followed the war. 

I realize that we have to thank your warm and ener- 
getic intervention for the fact that the Salvation Army 
came to the very front among those that undertook 
to relieve the German people’s need, 

When you go back to Sweden, your homeland, be 
convinced that the German people’s best wishes fol- 
low you, and that your work has forged a new link 
uniting the two peoples. 

With extraordinary esteem, 
von Hindenburg. 

In Paris, the Salvation Army has just opened a 
Palais du Peuple, a great building on the Rue des Cor- 
deliéres, near the factories of the Gobelins. The foun- 
dations of an ancient monastery underlie it. This 
People’s Palace is a large hotel for men with 378 beds, 
—-316 in little rooms, the rest in a well-ventilated com- 
mon sleeping-hall. The prices for beds range from 
four francs to one franc fifty centimes. In addition 
there are two cheap restaurants, a meeting hall, library, 
douches, washrooms where men can wash their under- 
clothing. The absurd Salvation Army was on the day 
of opening treated with becoming respect. Repre- 
sentatives of the President of the French Republic 
and the ambassadors of England and America were 
present. The Twenty-third Regiment of Colonial In- 
fantry sent its band to provide the music. In the 
evening there was a religious consecration of the 
building. Two hundred thousand francs of the mil- 
lion five hundred thousand francs which the enterprise 
cost remain to be raised, 5 

Brief Notes.—The four hundredth anniversary of 
the marriage of Dr. Martin Luther and Katharina 
von Bora was celebrated at Erfurt on the fourteenth of 
June. Sixty of the four hundred and eighty-one proven 
descendants of the Reformer were present. . . . Meet- 
ings which recall those of the Laymen’s Missionary 
Movement in the United States, ten years ago, have 
been held by Drs. Fraser, Bryson, and Zwemer in the 
chief centers of South Africa. Anglican and Free 
Churches have ‘worked together with utmost harmony. 
There have been addresses to Rotary Clubs, high 
schools, young people, and university men, as well as 
the great rallies. One of the best of the latter was 
the great native meeting in the Drill Hall of Durban 
attended by three thousand natives who filled every 
inch of* standing room, overflowing to the verandas. 
. . .The Synod of the Greek Church, Athens, issued 
an encyclical letter, April 10,.1925, to the wage- 
workers of Greece refuting the Marxian watchword 
that “religion is the opium of the people.” It recalled 
how, in the long struggles against the Turks, the 
church was as a mother to the people, caring for the 
poor, organizing workmen’s guilds and otherwise pro- 
tecting and aiding the oppressed. . .. The Casa Ma- 
terna-Mother House, Naples, is an orphanage founded 
and guided by a devoted Methodist, Riccardo Santi. 
Attacked by the clericals it has been defended by 
the press of the city in articles describing its aims, 
methods, and successes. Recently, a priest visited it 
in civilian dress and was so pleased with what he saw 
that he pledged an annual subscription. When he 





learned that the children memorized the Lord’s Prayer, 
Creed, Commandments, and the like, he doubled his 
subscription and agreed to gather pledges for the or- 
phanage, though not openly. 

* New Hampton, N. H. 
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LESSON 7. NOVEMBER 15. PAUL’S ARREST IN JERUSALEM 
International Uniform Lesson.—Acts 21 : 17 to 22 : 30 
Golden Text.—If a man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed.—1 Pet. 4: 16 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


Foreword 


HETHER or not Paul ought to have gone up 
to Jerusalem this time we may see in his visit 


through God’s ruling, or over-ruling, in the in- 
finite divine patience with Israel. Peter, Stephen, and 
now Paul gave the nation every opportunity to accept 
its crucified Messiah. 


The Historical Setting 


Luke has certainly proved the firm establishment of 
the church among the Gentiles of Europe from its 
first foothold at Philippi to its final triumph at Ephe- 
sus where Gospel truth was threatening to paralyze 
idolatry. Now the inspiring Holy Spirit is about to 
let us read between the lines of the history a terrible 
and appalling contrast, for Paul’s experience in the 
great city of David and David’s greater Son shall 
prove that Pentecost had not thoroughly permeated 
Jewry. The alien Gentile more readily accepts the 
Gospel, even though “salvation is of the Jews.” 
Though James and the disciples are gladdened by 
Paul’s story of Gospel triumph among the heathen 
of Europe, nevertheless James does not ask Paul to 
be a guest at his home (a believer who lived away 
from Jerusalem but kept his old home there had to go 
up from Caesarea especially to furnish Paul hospital- 
ity), and it seems evident that while Jerusalem will 
tolerate a Christian church made up wholly of Jew- 
ish believers, a church composed of both Jews and 
Gentiles, the ideal church in God’s sight, was im- 
possible in the city and among the people whom God 
had chosen to manifest himself and from whom his 
rich blessings were to flow out to all the world. 


The Expository Meaning 


Verses 17-20, f. c—When we were come to Jeru- 
salem, the brethren received us gladly, Luke up to 
this point in the chapter seems almost to be copying 
directly his notes from his travel diary, except per- 
haps the passage which describes the exquisitely beau- 
tiful early Christian home of Philip, and his daughters, 
who had even given up marriage in view of the great 
gift of prophecy which the Holy Spirit had bestowed 
upon them. James, brother of the Lord, is now bishop 
of the Jerusalem church, and all the other apostles are 
either in Heaven or in distant lands, for twenty-five 
years have elapsed since the day of Pentecost. 


Verses 20-26.—Thou seest, brother, how many thous- 
ands there are among the Jews of them that have be- 
lieved; ... We have four men that have a vow on 
them; . . . be at charges for them. The intensely 
Judaistic church at Jerusalem at once shows its hand. 
From glorifying over his work among the Gentiles, 

ames and the elders pass quickly to the caution, “But 

aul, be very cautious in this center of Judaism.” In 
the providence of God it had been necessary to make 
Gospel propagating centers of Antioch and later. of 
strategic European cities, because the glad tidings could 
not have free course in the legalistic atmosphere of 
Jerusalem. Paul, always willing to be all things to 
all men, fell in with James’ plan, and took the Jew- 
ish vow as proposed. The vow that Paul entered into 
here is described in Numbers 6: 13-17. Bible teachers 
are divided in conviction as to whether Paul, the great 
contender for Gospel liberty, should have made this 
seeming compromise. Paul was to be at charges for 
the necessary animal sacrifices. The fact that this 
vow involved a blood sacrifice after the once-for-all 


sacrifice of our Lord Jesus Christ had been offered,: 


of which all the old-time sacrifices were but types, 
has caused Paul’s -course to be criticised. 

Verses 27-29.—The Jews from Asia, whew they saw 
him in the temple, stirred up all the multitude. Paul 
has spent the time in one of the inner courts of the 
temple where Asiatic Jews recognized him and are 
maddened by the sight of him celebrating the Nazarite 
vow. They themselves lay violent hands upon him 
illegally instead of calling on the temple police. They 
bring the same charge against him that was brought 
before Stephen (6:13). They had seen Paul walk- 
ing the streets of Jerusalem with Trophimus and they 
simply take it for granted that Paul had taken Trophi- 
mus into the temple, and it was death for a Gentile 
to enter the sacred precincts. 

Verses 30, 31.—All the city was moved, and the 
people ran together .. 
Paul was dragged out of the temple in order that the 
execution, might be done outside and the holy courts 
be not. stained with blood. The fanatical Jews re- 


garded the building more sacred than the saint who 


worshiped in the building. Word came to the chili- 
arch, or military tribune of the cohort (band), of 


. they were seeking to kill him. 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 125 : 1-5. 
Reference Material : Matthew 5 : 10-12; 23 : 37, 38. 
Primary Topic: Paul is Brave in Danger. 
Lesson Material: Acts 2t : 17 to 22 : 30. 
Memory Verse: I wijl fear no evil ; for thou art with me.— 
Psa. 23 : 4. 
Junior Topic; Paul and the Jerusalem Mob. 
Lesson Material : Acts 21 : 17 to 22; 30. 
Memory Verse: 1x Peter 4 : 16. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Paul Faces a Mob. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: The Spirit of the Mob. 











The portion-of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
21 : 27-39 

27 And when the seven days were almost completed, the 
Jews from Asia, when they saw him in the temple, stirred 
up all the multitude and laid hands on him, 28 crying out, 
Men of Israel, help: This is the man that teacheth all men 
everywhere against the people, and the law, and this place; 
and moreover he brought Greeks also into the temple, and 
hath defiled this holy place. 29 For they had before seen 
with him in the city Trophimus the Ephesian, whom they 
supposed that Paul had brought into the temple. 3@ And 
all the city was moved, and the people ran together; and 
they laid hold on Paul, and dragged him out of the temple: 
and straightway the doors were shut. 31 And as they were 
seeking to kill him, tidings came up to the ‘4 chief captain 
of the 2 band, that all Jerusalem was in confusion. 32 And 
forthwith he took soldiers and centurions, and ran down 
upon them: and they, when they saw the ! chief captain 
and the soldiers, left off beating Paul. 33 Then the ? chief 
captain came near, and laid hold on him, and commanded 
him to be bound with two chains; and inquired who he 
was, and what he had done. 34 And some shouted one 
thing, some another, among the crowd: and when he could 
not know the certginty for the uproar, he commanded him 
to be brought into the castle. 35 And when he came upon 
the stairs, so it was that he was borne of the soldiers for 
the violence of the crowd; 36 for the multitude of the peo- 
ple followed after, crying out, Away with him. 

37 And as Paul was about to be brought into the castle, 
he saith unto the 1 chief captain, May I say something unto 
thee? And he said, Dost thou know Greek? 38 Art thou 
not then the Egyptian, who before these days stirred up 
to sedition and let out into the wilderness the four thou- 
sand men of the Assassins? 39 But Paul said, I am a Jew, 
of Tarsus in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: and I be- 
seech thee, give me leave to speak unto the people. 


2Or, military tribune Gr. chiliarch. 2Or, cohort 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








the outbreak, and from the castle of Antonia, on the 
northwest side of the temple, he rushed soldiers to 
the rescue. The chiliarch was one of six similar 
“chief captains” in every Roman legion of six thous- 
and men. The cohort was generally enlisted in the 
local province. 


Verses 33, 34.—The chief captain . . . commanded 
him to be bound with two chains; ... some shouted 
one thing, some another. The officer assumed that 
Paul was surely guilty of some grave crime. The 
incident furnishes a parallel to the riot im the Ephesus 
amphitheater. 


Verses 35, 36—He was borne of the soldiers for 
violence of the crowd; for the multitude ... followed 
crying out, Away with him. Paul’s going up to 
Jerusalem reminds us in many points of the gging up 
of his Lord, and how Paul must have thanked for 
this persecution, as he heard that old cry, “Away with 
him” (Luke 23:18) and rejoiced that the disciple could 
suffer as his Lord! 


Verses 37, 38.—As Paul was about to be brought 
into the castle. ‘The castle was simply the barracks of 
the Roman soldiers, and doubtless also contained a 
guard room. The chiliarch theught Paut to be a rude 
Egyptian boor until he heard him speak in cultured 
Greek. The Egyptian referred to was a notorious 
character mentioned twice by Josephus. He was a 
combination of sorcerer and prophet, and promised 
his followers that at his word the walls of Jerusalem 
would fall down, much as those of Jericho did. The 
Roman Governor Felix defeated the Assassins, kill- 
ing four hundred, and taking two hundred prisoners. 


Verse 39.—Paul said, I am a Jew, of Tarsus in 
Cilicia, a citisen of no mean city. The Roman officer 
knew that Tarsus was in high favor with Rome, and 
Paul’s statement makes an evident impression. 

Verse 40.—When he had given him leave, Paul, 
standing on the stairs . .. spake unto them in the He- 
brew language. Paul had satisfied the chiliarch that 
he was no fanatical rebel. 

Chapter 22: 1-21.—Brethrem and fathers, hear ye the 
defence which I now make unto you. The two chap- 
ters included in the lesson are so long that there is 
not space for complete verse by verse treatrnent. On 
Mars’ Hill Paul led up to the death and resurrection 
of Christ (at which point he was interrupted), through 
an intellectual discussion. His defense to his fellow- 
countrymen was not abstract and intellectual, but a 


testimony from his personal experience. If his the- 
ology was different from theirs, it was not an original 
difference (vs. 3-5), because he is a Jew, and though 
born abroad, he was educated by the greatest of Jeru- 
salem’s masters; and was once as bitter against the 
Way as, his audience. The high priest and the Sanhe- 
drin could give them the proofs. 

The difference that exists between his and their the- 
ology was due to God’s intervention and direct dealing 
with him (vs. 6-16). God changed him through the ap- 
pearance to him on the Damascus road. The blinding 
light is evidence of the truth of his statement. Per- 
haps he points to his ophthalmic eyes, and then An- 
anias, too, is proof,—a man who was a thorough 
Jew “according to the law” as every Jew in Damascus 
would attest. It is not necessary in this account of 
his conversion for Paul to mention the fact that An- 
anias was a disciple. But he was so good a Jew as to 
work a miracle in restoring Paul’s sight and this 
would be a proof to every true Jew that God was 
with Ananias. This good Jew had indicated to Paul 
what God’s will was (and of course then the audience 
tid not know God’s will!), and this messenger gave 
Paul God’s word that Paul was to be a witness to 
“all men.” Paul is studiously staying away from the 
word “Gentiles” as long as possible. Ananias tells 
Paul to be baptized and wash away his sins. If this 
were necessary then zeal against Christians such as 
characterized the mob now was not enough to com- 
mand God’s favor, and repentance and forgiveness 
were necessary. 

The mention of the word “Gentile” threw the mob 
back into its unreasonable frenzy, and there was noth- 
ing’ more to be said. 

Verses 22-29.—The chief captain commanded him to 
be brought into the castle, bidding that he should be 
examined by scourging. Increasingly violent outbreaks 
on the part of the Jews necessitated Roman officials 
keeping a sharp eye upon these riots, which were soon 
to culminate in the great rebellion which brought 
Titus down upon the holy city. Such a frenzy of 
the people indicated a very dangerous man, and Paul 
must be scourged to get at the bottom of the matter. 
The apostle is still as calm as he was in the hands 
of the Jewish mob in the temple or in the hands of 
the Roman soldiers on the steps of the castle. Quietly 
turning to the soldiers with the snapping, whipping 
scourges in their hands he speaks the magic word, 
“Civis Romanus sum,’ “I am a Roman citizen,” and 
it has the effect of even making the Roman colonel 
companionable and confidential! It leads on to Paul’s 
next opportunity for testimony, which the next les- 
son develops. 


The Homiletical Form 


Gop Gives IsraEL ANOTHER CHANCE TO ACCEPT THE 
MEssIAH 


ees: Jerusalem Church welcomes Paul (vs. 17- 
20, f. ¢.). 

2. Paul takes a Jewish vow (vs. 20, 1. c.-26). 

3. Which leads to Paul’s seizure by a Jewish mob 
(vs. 27-32). 

4. Until rescued by Roman soldiers (vs. 33-40). 

5. Paul gets a coveted opportunity to testify to the 
Jewish people: (22: 1-24). 

6. Paul claims his Roman citizenship (vs. 25-30). 


The Topical Values 

The Christian Cameraderie—“Birds of a feather 
flock together,” but none like Christians. The Gospel 
had spread abroad through the scattering following 
Stephen’s persecution and through Paul’s evangeliza- 
tion. Disciples were everywhere (see Acts 21:4). 
Paul and his little company scoured famous old Tyre 
with a fine-tooth comb searching for brothers in Christ. 
How. do you suppose they found them? Far up on 
the slopes of a volcanic mountain, the Rev. L. L. Leg- 
ters, Field Secretary of the Pioneer Mission Agency, 
was riding on his mule during an exploring tour when 
a native rushed out from a little mountainside hut. The 
two eyed each other, smiling, and out from the eyes 
of each an illumination seemed to shine as a light from 
a window. “Evangelista!” cried the native. “Si, 
senor,” replied the missionary explorer, and soon was 
partaking of Christian hospitality for the night. 

Paul’s Jerusalem Trip and His Roman Epistle.—It 
was only a few months before Paul made this last 
visit to Jerusalem that he wrote his letter to the Ro- 
mans, with a view to following it up with a visit to 
the Eternal City itself, when in three chapters, 9, 10, 
and 11, Paul acknowledges and discusses the rejection 
of Israel, so that he could not have been blind as to 
the final outcome of this last testimony in Zion. This 


would seem to be another argument why God in his 
infinite patience and Jongsuffering. with Jerusalem was 








Lesson for November 15 
Acts 21:17 to 22:30 


‘constraining the apostle to make this last appeal to his 
own people. 


The Practical Aim 


The Prophet without Honor—True enough, a 

ophet is without honor in his own country, usually, 
ut that is no reasom why he should not show his love 
for it by preaching Christ to his fellow-countrymen. 
Have we anything at all of Pauline zeal for seeing our 
neighbors and our fellow-townsmen led to Christ? 


Final Word 


The greatest thing in the world is to do the will of 
God (21:14). 


NARBERTH, Pa. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, ~ Dr. Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discovtr the answers as given in the following issue? 


HY was Paul so anxious to visit his own country- 
men? 


2. Was Paul’s last trip to Jerusalem in the Spirit or 
contrary to His guidance? 

3. How do you reconcile Acts 20:22 with Acts 21 : 4? 

4. Why does the inspiring Holy Spirit make Luke men- 
tion such an insignificant thing as the baggage? (21 : 15.) 

5. Show by the record that Paul knew his visit to Jeru- 
salem was full of peril and would probably be for his earthly 
career the beginning of the end. 

6. Show by the record that Paul was ready to go the 
limit, even unto death, for his Master, 

7. On what other occasion had Paul yielded, because of 
the Jews, to a Jewish custom which was not necessary for 
hint to do? 

8. On what other occasion when arrested had Paul ap- 
pealed to his Roman citizenship? 

9. On what other occasion had the Jews cried, “Away 
with him’? y 

10. What had the chief captain in Jerusalem done to 
Paul, without a hearing of any kind, before Paul told him 
who he was? 


11. How do these facts tally with the letter that the cap- 
tain afterward wrote to Felix? 


12, How did the chief captain’s citizenship differ from the 
heavenly citizenship, and. how did Paul’s Roman citizen- 
ship resemble his heavenly citizenship? . 


13. How many languages did Paul speak? 

14. What do we know of Paul’s immediate family? 

15. What memory was lingering in Paul’s mind, renewed by 
his presence here in Jerusalem in the face of this furious 
mob and fearlessly mentioned by him then and there? 

16. How does the fruitfulness of Paul’s testimony to the 
Jews compare with that at Athens? 

17. How far are you willing to go for Christ? (Personal.) 


18. What may we learn about fishing for men from Paul’s 
defense? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


* 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Lies.—This is the man, that teacheth all men 
everywhere against the people, and the law, and this 
place (v. 28). And like pretty much all such religio- 
political “bunkum,” it was not so. One day, years and 
years after, this same Jewish race had the mob cry- 
ing that they killed and ate children, notwithstanding 
the fact that blood thirstiness is one of the vices the 
Jew has never cultivated. That has been left to the 
“Christian”! Claverhouse, Huguenots, Waldensians. 
The Jew never had an Inquisition. The Russian 
Cheka is not a Jewish institution. The priest-incited 
mob cried that Paul was “knocking” the Jews, “knock- 
ing” the Bible, “knocking” the church. Here is what 
Paul says about each of them: The Jews, Philippians 
3: 4-6; the Bible, 2 Timothy 3:16; the church, Acts 
24: 18, Never pay any great attention to old Vor 
Populi, “Pop” nine-tenths of the time does not know 
what he is talking about, and almost any one can 
swing him up hill and down dale by a few lies or half 
truths. You may remember the old story of the 
Quaker and the dog, that had taken his roast. “I will 
not whip thee, nor stone thee, but I will give thee a 
bad name.” So the Quaker put his head out of the 
window and cried, “Bad dog! Bad dog!” Soon there 
was a crowd chasing down the street yelling, “Mad 
dog! Mad dog!” and a gun soon did for the per- 
fectly sane dog what the temple mob wantéd to do for 
Paul. The very greatest and best Jew in all the tem- 
ple neighborhood! But after all, this is the way the 
world has always treated its best friends, from Paul 
of Tarsus to Pussyfoot Johnson. You may remember 
the English mob gave Pussyfoot “rough house” to the 
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loss of his eye, on the report that he wanted to put 
the little Isle on the water wagon. And by the way, 
Sir Harry Johnston, England’s great African explorer, 
administrator, naturalist, historian, novelist, has lately 
published “The Story of My Life.” They say it is 
a wonderful record. But listen! He says: “Alcohol 
was the curse of the early nineties of the British South 
Africa Company’s men in South Africa. Their gen- 
eral action always struck me as a drunken sprawl 
over South Central Africa.” He apparently refers 
to Rhodes, Jameson, Harris, the leader, now dead. 


The Mob.—Some shouted one thing, some another, 
among the crowd (v. 34). No better description of 
the mob than just this. There never can be any unity 
or teamwork in a mob. When a mob gets working 
all as one it ceases to be a mob and becomes a party 
—or a denomination. Sometimes a party or a denom- 
ination gets all split up into factions. When it does 
that it becomes mob-like and either blows up or scat- 
ters to the tall timber. The mob is an anthropological 
plant that propagates itself in the virgin soil of heathen- 
ism, Sounds like the professor, doesn’t it? America 
with its wonderful rich soil and boundless possibilities 
lay a savage wilderness because its inhabitants ran 
in mobs. Ditto Africa and the Isles of the sea. Har- 
vest the present Christian crop and the mob will take 
possession of the fields. When the day shall come that 
the Christians shall be caught up in the air, the world 
will be given up to the mob, so the Book says (1 Thess. 
4:16, 17; Matt. 24:21, 22). No orderly government 
anywhere for long without religion. ‘Anywhere,’ we 
repeat, whether in self, home, community, or nation. 
Mexico. Yes, you can have a mob inside yourself with 
some voices shouting one thing and some another. 
Happy indeed are you if you have in your life the only 
inside government strong enough to keep down the mob 
tendency: of your sinful nature, the government of 
Christ himself. This mob that was in full cry after 
Paul was not a heathen mob. They were the real re- 
ligious people of the world of that day and they were 
in their church, the mother church, so to speak. But at 
heart they were heathen rejecters, as their Messiah had 
told them. It was their own ministers who passed the 
wounded traveler on the other side. They had also false- 
witnessed the flower of their race, even the Lord of 
Glory, to the cross. Little wonder they were a howl- 
ing mob upon small provocation. 


The Brave Man.—Paul said ... give me leave to 
speak unto the people (v. 39). Behold the masterly 
man! The original Americans would have called him 
“Little-Man-A fraid-of-Nothing.” The man who later 
was to look old Boreas straight in the eye when he 
was bellowing and blowing at his worst was not likely 
to be scared by a lot of his own wild countrymen who 
for the most part did not know what they were yell- 
ing about. The secret of Paul was his “radio” out- 
fit, so to speak. He was tuned in with Heaven and he 
had for his eyes the same apparatus that Elisha had 
asked God to put on Gehazi’s eyes (2 Kings 6:17). 
When a man or a company of men can hear the voice 
of heaven above the din of the world and can see 
the heavenly host encamped round about him, he is 
afraid of nothing. If you are nervous and skittish 
and jumpy and scary and FAITH-less, it will help 
you to read the Old Book and get to know God. Paul 
was the sort of man who could have swung anything. 
The sort the street loves to call a “he-man,” whatever 
that may really mean. In our American history we 
have had many Pauline men. The secret of the Pauline 
man is his faith in his cause and his grip on God. 

CoATESVILLE, Pa. 


A rainy Sunday again! A bright Sunday again! 
Either way, the children will need a bit Pf help to 
make the happiest and best use of the free times g 
the day, “Pleasant Sunday Afternoons for the Chil- 
dren,” by John T. Faris, is filled with suggestions 
for Bible games and good things to do. (The Sun- 
day School Times Co., Philadelphia, 90 cts.) 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents: 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
1. October 4.—Paul in Athens ........cccceeeees Acts 17 : 16-34 
2. October 11.—-Paul in Corinth ............... Acts 18: 1-17 
3. October 18.—Paul Writes to the Corinthians 
1 Corinthians 12:1 to 13:13 
4. October 25.—Paul in Ephesus .... .Acts 18:18 to 19:41 
5. November 1.—The Fight Against Strong Drink — 
World’s Temperance Sunday ...Ephesians 6 : 1-20 
6. November 8.—Paul’s Farewell at Miletus ..Acts 20: 1-38 
7. November 15.—Paul’s Arrest in) Jerusalem 
Acts 21:17 to 22:36 
8. November 22—Paul Before Felix ...Acts 23:1 to 24:27 
9. November 29.—Paul Before Agrippa ..Acts 25:1 to 26:32 
10. December 6.—Paul’s Voyage and Shipwreck. Acts 27 : 1-44 
11. December 13.—Paul in Melitay and Rome ...Acts 28 : 1-31 
12, December 20.—Paul’s Summary of’ Hig -~ Life 
2 Timothy 3:10, 113 4: 6-18 
Or, 
Charetinas. Tenet: <casa cs ta ckcck cscs nicer Matthew 2: 1-15 
Golden Text: Luke 2:11 
13. December 27.—Review: From Athens to Rome 


Romans 8 : 31-39 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe PrINncIPLE OF COMPARISON.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect significant 
likenesses and differences. 











AUL had been arrested before, and before he had 

appealed to his Roman citizenship. Let the class 
recall the other cases of his arrest, comparing the 
causes, the circumstances and the results. He had had 
other conflicts with his own people, the Jews, in which 
their murderous intent had been as fully manifest as 
on this occasion. Let the class recall these circum- 
stances. Was this the only occasion on which Paul 
had openly followed Jewish custom beyond what was 
essential with the evident purpose of disarming Jew- 
ish opposition because of his carrying the Gospel to 
the Gentiles? The ferocity of this Jewish attack upon 
the great apostle will suggest the attack upon Stephen 
which was doubtless an ever-present memory with 
Paul himself, and also the murderous attack of the 
Jews upon our Lord. Paul and Stephen and the Lord 
himself were Jews. Why then the fierce Jewish op- 
position to them? Was there anything in common in 
the charges against them? 

Interesting character comparisons also may be made 
between Paul and his friends; Paul and his Jewish 
brethren who were Christians; Paul and his Jewish 
enemies; Paul and the Roman chief captain or trib- 
une, His Jewish brethren were more anxious to 
conciliate the Jewish Christians; Paul was more 
anxious for the Gospel to go to all men, Because he 
included the Jews in the group to be evangelized he 
was willing to make concessions to them if no princi- 
ple was sacrificed. His love for his enemies stands in 
striking contrast to their murderous hate of him. Paul 
was a prisoner and the Roman captain was military 
ruler of Jerusalem, but while with a great price the 
tribune had purchased his Roman citizenship, Paul’s 
had come by birth; and his also was a heavenly citi- 
zenship, which no man can buy, but into which he 
must enter by a new birth of which Paul might have 
told the Roman captain had he been willing to hear. 

HuNTINGDON, Pa. 


+ 4 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet rao the 
conditions of this department. The full list_of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. : 
IlNustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the -lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 

Not Under the Circumstances.—And as they were 
about to kill him (21:31). The late Dr. Griffith 
Thomas was fond of telling the following incident, 
Two men met on the street, and one asked the other 
how he was getting along. “Oh, I am getting along 
pretty well,” was the reply, “as well as I can under 
the circumstances.” “Under the circumstances?” asked 
his’ friend. “Under the circumstances? Why, a 
Christian has no right to be under any circumstances. 
We Christians are seated in the heavenlies, our lives 
hid with Christ in God! We are not under the cir- 
cumstances, we are on top of them, far above.” The 
pessimistic Christian belies: his faith and denies his 
Lord, who has assured us, “My grace is sufficient for 
thee.” Paul was a “peptimistic” Christian—From the 
Toronto Globe. Sent by M. H. James, Toronto, Can, 


His Missionary Journey.—Thou: shalt be his wit- 
ness (22:15). Among the members of the church 
that was the center of the Japanese persecution was 
a young man who had been but a month back from 
the Waseda University, Tokyo, where he had been a 
student. He was in a cell by himself, and chafed un- 
der the restraint that kept him from preaching the 
Gospel to the other prisoners, as his fellow-Christians 
were doing. Then this youth was unexpectedly ban- 
ished to a neighboring island. He told the story after- 
ward with a shining face: “Just think! I had been 
longing for a chance to tell about Jesus to those who 
did not know him, and mourning because I could not 
preach in jail. Then God sent me off to an unevan- 
gelized island, where there was plenty of work to do 
for him, and. Japan paid my fare!” That sounds like 
Paul the’ prisoner, doesn’t it?—Sent by J, A. Clark, 
Elland, Yorks, Eng. ‘ 

In the Dark.—I/ will fear no evil; for thou art with 
me (Psa. 23:4). In the parish church of a small 
town on the east coast, of Scotland, the evening service 
was drawing to a close. The aged pastor had just 
announced the last hymn, when suddenly the lights 
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went out. After a moment of silence the 
precentor (choir leader) arose from his 
seat in front of the pulpit and said, “We 
cannot manage that hymn, sir, but we can 
all sing, ‘The Lord’s My Shepherd’ in the 
dark.” “Yes, we wiil take the Twenty- 
third Psalm,” said the- pastor, “and let 
me add, that it is well with every soul 
that can sing ‘The Lord’s My Shepherd’ 
in the dark.”—Sent by H, Dawson, Banff, 
Scotland. Prize illustration, 

The Spring in the Dungeon.—/f a 
man suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed (Golden Text). A traveler in 
the East who visited the dungeon of Ma- 
mertine, where tradition says Paul~was 
for a time confined, makes a suggestive 
observation. The dungeon is entered 
through a round hole in the floor of the 
dungeon above. The uppermost apart- 
ment is dark enough, but the lower one 
is darkness itself. A strange fact is 
noticeable, however, that in the hard floor 
of the lower dungeon there is a beautiful 
fountain of clear, crystal water, which 
doubtless was as fresh in Paul’s day as 
it is now—a symbol full of instruction. 
There was never a dungeon for God's 
servants which was without its well of 
consolaticn.—Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, 
Yorks, Eng. 

A Sufferer’s Discovery.—/f a man 
suffer (Golden Text). A young business 
man who had been severely tested, and 
whose heart was again and again tempted 
to rebellion during the process of trial 
to which he was submitted, came to a 
Christian worker. His motherless babes, 
two and five years old, clung one to either 
hand. Though still in his early thirties 
his hair was snow white from the hours 
of anguish through which he had passed. 
‘An income of twenty thousand dollars a 
vear was gone. His capital, too, was 
swept away. His home was gone, his 
car for sale. Stripped of everything but 
the two loved children, the big, broad- 
shouldered. young father, towering over 
six feet, in the strength of a capable man- 
hood, looked steadfastly at the worker 
And said, “In looking back upon my suf- 
ferings, I find that God makes no mis- 
tikes.’"—From The Sunday School Times. 
Sent by L. A. Ellison, Topsfield, Mass. 

Are You Talked Against.—/f a man 
suffer as a Christian, let him not be 
ashamed (Golden Text), If the world 
has nothing to say against you, Christ 
will have little to say for you.—From 
Moody’s “Notes from My Bible.” Sent 
by W. J. Hart, D.D., Sandy Creek, N.Y. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee for the testimony of thy serv- 
ants of old who were glad to suffer for thee. 
Thou hast not called upon many of us to bear 
keen suffering in thy name, but we pray that 


thou wilt enable us to do'so whenever duty | 


points to courageous up-bearing in our fol- 
lowing of thy blessed will. We pray that no 
ridicule, or violence, or scorn, may move us 
from the doing of thy will, or from our tes- 
timony for thee. We ask this in thy dear 
name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—No one of us can 
ever tell when we may be called upon to 
face a great struggle for the Lord Jesus. 
It may come in ways of which we are 
not thinking at all. We may have to dif- 
fer in opinion from some of our dearest 
friends. We may have to suffer loss of 
much that we hold dear. But there is 
nothing to be ashamed of, or afraid of 
in suffering as a Christian. Can you re- 
peat the Golden Text for to-day? Yes, 
“If a man suffer as a Christian, let him 
not be ashamed.’”’ And the out-and-out 
Christian is sure to suffer sooner or later. 
“In the world ye shall have tribulation: 
but be of good cheer; I have overcome 
the world,” said the Lord Jesus. Are 
you of good cheer? Are you really glad 
at heart when you meet with sharp oppo- 
sition in the Christian life? Well, we 
ought to be because the victory is won 
by our victorious Lord. “Who shall sep- 
arate us from the love of Christ? shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
As it is written, For thy sake we are 
killed all the day long; we are accounted 
as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all 
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these things we are more than conquerors 
through him that loved us.” Let us thank 
God that :he-gives us victory with a great 
margin, and we-can say with the Psalm- 
ist, “I will fear no evil: for thou art with 
me.” Let us pray. 





Surrernc GLADLY 


FOR CHRIST 











4 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“Carry your cross with a smile.” 

“Tf your heart keeps right.” 

“Sail on!”’ 

“The touch of His hand on mine.” 
“Be strong and of good courage.” 
“Take the name of Jesus with you.” 
“Abide with me.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“With Heart Confiding” (260 : 1-3). 
Psalm 125 : 1-§ 
“My Rock of Strength” (131 : 1-3). 
Psalm 62: 1-8. 
“When Troubles Overwhelm” (128 : 1-3). 
Psalm 61 : 1-8, 
“In His Service” (309: 1-3). Psalm 149: 5-9. 
“Fear Thou Not” (246: 1-3). Psalm 119 : 89-96. 


From My Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 


HEN they [the Jews] saw him in 
the temple (v. 27). Saw is theoreo, 
and implies an intense gaze rather than 
a casual observation. They looked in- 
tently on him in the tempie. How dra- 
matic it is! They looked and looked 
again and hissed under their breath, 
“That's the man. We've got him at last.” 
This is the man, that tcacheth all men 
everywhere (v. 28). What a certificate 
of Paul’s faithfulness to the great com- 
mission, “Go ye into all the world, and 
preach the gospel to every creature.” 
New Hampton, N. H. 


5 
The Sunday School Tiz:es’ books per- 


petuate the weekly messaye. A catalogue 
sent on request. 








For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


BEFORE taking up the lesson for this 
? week, continue the travel-line from 
Miletus to Jerusalem, noting the stops | 
along the way. Paul had spent six years 
on this journey, three of which. were 
spent at Ephesus. During this journey 
he wrote four wonderful letters. First 
and Second Corinthians, and Galatians 
were written to people to whom he had 
told the “good news.” But he had never 
preached to the people at Rome, yet he 
wrote them a letter, telling of his pur- 
pose to visit them and tell them the “good 
news” also, 

All along the way to Jerusalem, peo- 
ple to whom God told what was going 
to happen, would tell Paul that he would 
be bound and made a prisoner at Jeru- 
salem. But Paul was so anxious to win 
his own people for his Lord and Master | 
that he paid little heed to their warn- 
ings. The churches in Macedonia and | 
Greece were sending the “poor saints in 
Jerusalem” an offering (Rom. 15:26; 2 
Cor. 8). So Paul was going on a mis- 
sion of real love to his own people. 

Explain to the children that the Chris- 
tians who had always stayed in Jeru- 
salem had been accustomed all their lives | 
to the temple worship of offerings and 
sacrifices, and although they truly be- 
lieved in the Lord Jesus, still it was hard 
for them to understand that his death on 
the cross was all the sacrifice needed for 
the whole world. One day while Paul 
was in Jerusalem, he went with some of 
the Jewish Christians to the temple, hop- 
ing they might learn to understand him 
better, and that he might be able to show 
them that Jesus Christ was the only Of- 
fering needed for Jew or Gentile. 

But the Jews in Jerusalem hated Paul 
just as they hated the Lord Jesus. So 
while he was in the temple, they caught 
him, and accused him of bringing Gen- | 
tiles into the temple, which he had not | 
done. -A great crowd of people gathered 
in the streets, and the Jews thought it 
was a good time to kill Paul, and they | 
began beating him. But the Chief Cap- | 





tain heard of the riot, and came upon! 
them. They were afraid of this Roman 
officer, and quit beating Paul at> once. 
The soldiers bound him with two chains. ; 
Now Paul was a prisoner sure enough; 
but when he saw the multitude of people, 
he asked the Chief Captain to let him 
speak to them. He told them of the 
time when he had treated Christians just 











Che door 
locked and 
the key in 








z yi 


—4 
<a Y 


QE 


it 
N} 
NI 


~- SIe= 











—_— 








O 
‘ 

E) ENS O 

RRL RI 
FOO) fanaa AX 
SOOO 
BELA ‘ 
CRAM 


OS) 








OCTOBER 31, 1925 


as they were treating him, which many 
of them remembered. Then he told of 
that journey to Damascus when the Lord 
Jesus. spoke to him, .and changed every- 
thing in his life—even sending him to 
the Gentiles. Then the Jews became 
more.angry than ever, and cried against 
him just as they. had cried against the 
Lord Jesus when they wanted him cruci- 
fied. The Chief Captain did not know 
why his people cried so against Paul, so 
he told the soldiers to beat him, think- 
ing Paul would confess -his guilt. But 
Paui had nothing to confess. He told 
them that he was a citizen of Rome, and 
when they heard that, the Jews and the 
Chief Captain all were afraid. The Jews 
went home; and the Chief Captain prom- 
ised to give Paul a fair trial. 

The Lord Jesus was with Paul, and 
that was the reason he was not afraid, 
and could forget his chains while he 
talked with his people about his Saviour. 

The children will enjoy singing, “God 
Will Take Care of You.” 


Cuirnton, S. C. . 
we i. 
Your Class of Girls 

By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. Paul’s character under fire. 
2. Bless them that persecute you. 











AST week we saw Paul when every- . 


thing was coming his way —sur- 
rounded by devoted friends who shared 
his view-point, expressing their devotion 
with the warmth of true love. This 


week we see him in the midst of his bit- 
terest enemies, persecuted without cause, 


savagely beset on every side. Your girls 
know well the popular lines, “It is easy 
enough to be pleasant when life goes by 
like a song, but-the man worthwhile is 
the man who can smile when everything 
goes dead wrong.” Everything surely 
was going “dead wrong” for Paul in 
Jerusalem —as far as the outward events 


| were concerned! What was Paul like 


under those conditions? . What became of 
the tenderness and love he manifested at 
Miletus and Tyre? 

Well, see him, standing there on the 
castle stairs, beaten by the furious mob, 
bound with those two chains put on with- 
out a particle of evidence of guilt, 
guarded by the Roman soldiery with dif- 
ficulty from actual murder at the hands 
of the howling Jewish mob. Hear him 
speaking, first to the Roman captain, with 
perfect courtesy, in good Greek (the of- 


‘ ficial language of his day), claiming his 


right to speak to his own people — with- 
out anger or resentment, with perfect 
self-control (Phil. 4: 13). Then see him lift 
one of those chained hands — Paul, of the 


: proud, free-born Roman citizenship — hear 


that “great silence” fall upon that mad 
mob which even the Roman guard could 
scarcely restrain a moment before, ‘hear 
the very first words that fall from Paul’s 
lips to these relentless enemies of his, 
“Brethren and fathers’! Note that his 
very first statement is to claim full kin- 
ship with this reasonless mob, full sym- 
pathy with them in their peculiar view- 
point, full identification with them in their 
stand for their ancient faith. Read on 
with attention and see how deep is the 
yearning of his inmost heart over these, 
his own people, that they may share his 
newfound faith in their own Messiah. 
How little thought of himself, of his im- 
minent danger, of their cruel injustice! 
How loving his thought of these, his own 
people by race; when bitterness for bit- 
terness would have been the most natural 
thing in the world — excused by all the 
world! (Matt. 5: 43-48.) 

Now note how he leads that listening 
host —their mob-fury forgotten under 
the spell of Paul’s Christian love —to 
hear his declaration of God’s command 
that they share this Messiah with the 
“Gentiles” — at which hated word their 
fury breaks forth afresh, and Paul has 
had his last opportunity to appeal to his 
own people, in his own beloved city, in 
their own language, for their own Mes- 
siah. 


2. How would your girls have stood 
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Lesson for November 15 
Acts 21:17 to 22:30 


such a test? How do they stand such 
tests that come to them, in smaller daily 
affairs, which none the less test the gen- 
uineness of their Christian character? 
Only as they do all things through the 
same Christ, who strengthened Paul to 
meet that mob in love can they meet those 
who persecute them in that same love 
that forgets self and all its rights in the 
consuming desire to make known the only 
Saviour for us all. 


Home Study 
Can you trace Paul’s. leading, in the 
Spirit, to go.once more to Jerusalem, as 
t is found in Acts 19, 20, and 21? 
Decatur, GA, 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A spiritual objective. 
Discussion: Spend the whole of it re- 
viewing the many different ways one can 
suffer for gain to Christ in these modern 
days. 
Objective: Finding life’s highest satis- 
faction. 


SAY: fellows, a wise man has said that 
“wnless your life is organized arbund 
some great spiritual objective, Jesus 
Christ is losing.” And if Jesus Christ is 
losing because of your failure to do some- 
thing you ought to do, and something he 
has made it entirely possible for you to 
do— if he is losing by that, how great 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Pau’ ARREST IN SRRVSALENS 
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must be’ your personal loss? There are 
no words strong enough to describe it. 

Paul’s life was organized around a 
great spiritual objective. That was, first 
that he himself -might know Christ in 
his fulness and power (Phil. 3: 8-10) and 
then to help other men to know him in the 
same way. (See Acts 20:24.) When 
we realize that this was the supreme and 
controlling motive of Paul’s life, from 
the time he asked Jesus that day on the 
Syrian plain before Damascus: “Lord, 
what wilt thou have me to do?” we 
can better understand why he was willing 
to undergo all that happened to him in 
Jerusalem; at the same time never for 
a moment giving up the fight and using : 
every circumstance, good or ill, to make 
known to friend or enemy that Jesus ; 
Christ came into the world, according to | 
the plan of God, to save sinners. 

Now, fellows, that was the greatest ob- 
jective Paul or any other man could nail 
to the masthead of his ship of life, and 
say, “this one thing I do’! Paul was 
willing to suffer, to take punishment, to 
endure— just so his objective was at-'! 
tained. Here’s where Paul gets ahead of , 
us. He invested his suffering and his | 
hardships for Christ—and these were’ 
counted gain. 

We all have to suffer sooner or later. 
There is no use trying to dodge it. Any 
human life that achieves, suffers. But 
when we look back over the struggle, too 
often we find our suffering has counted 
for nothing because it; was invested for 
ourselves. Sick from overeating. Stung 
with loss in a speculation. In debt from 
reckless spending. This doubles our grief, 
because to the pain and regret is added a 
mocking conscience. But when the in- 
vestment of discomfort is for Christ’s 
sake, the consciousness of his approval | 
is balm to the wounds. Nothing else will ! 
account for Paul and Silas singing in jail | 
at midnight in Philippi, 

This is one of the most marvelous dis- | 
coveries in the Christian life, fellows. It 
turns into actual assets those things the 
world counts as liabilities and enables the 
Christian to say with Paul, “Most gladly 
therefore will I rather glory in my in- 
firmities, that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me. Therefore I take pleasure 
in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, 
in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s 
sake: for when I am weak, then am I | 
strong” (2 Cor. 12:9, 10). | 

Greensszoro, N. C. 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of November 8) 

1. He had visited the churches in Macedonia 
and Greece, and had probably preached the 
Gospel “unto Ilyricum.” He had also spent | 
one week at Troas (Acts 20 : 1-6; Rom. 15 : 19). 

2. Because he wished to be in Jerusalem the 
day of Pentecost. 

3. Paul was certainly in Ephesus continu- 
ally for two years and three months, on his | 











tion he was there some weeks or months on 
his return from his first European journey 
(Acts 18: 18-21; 1 Cor. 16:8). This fare-: 
well visit was for only a day, apparently, at 
Miletus. 


4. Almost certainly it was tent-making, as | 
it had been in Corinth, by which Paul earned | 
his living in Ephesus, also probably living | 
meantime with the same friends he had lived 
with in Corinth, — Aquila, and Priscilla (Acts | 
18 : 1-3). 

5. The letter to the Ephesians deals largely 
with the Church of Christ as a body, its place 
in the kingdom of God, and Luke’s narrative 
makes frequent use of “the church” and “the 
church of the Lord” when relating events in 
Ephesus, rather than the more usual phrase, 
“the disciples” or “the brethren.” 


6. Acts 20:3, 4 gives a list of Paul’s trav- 
eling companions on his trip, and we must 
include also the writer, Luke, who uses the 
first person (plural) pronoun in telling this 
part of the story, though he draws a clear 
distinction between this group and Paul him- 
self in that scene on the beach, for he used 
“he” from Acts 20:17 through to 38. 


7. They may have gone along to votich for 
Paul’s honesty in the collection of funds for 
the relief of Jerusalem saints. 


8 There was another farewell meeting on a 
sea beach near Tyre, in which even the chil- 
dren had a part, with their mothers. Luke 
witnessed that parting (note the “we’’ in 
Acts 21: 1-6), and of course mentions the 
women and children who were there. 





9. Having once stated that Paul’s purpose 





longest stay there (Acts 19 :8-10). In addi- hood, 


was to go to Rome, Luke, having already 
given 80 many particulars as to how the 
apostle’s evangelization work was done in 
Asia and Europe, seems to be led to do light- 
ning sketches of history until the apostle is 
on the way to Jerusalem, and then to elabo- 
rate. 

10. Was it to show that some one should 
have taken Eutycus out of that dangerous 
window after he fell asleep? (vs. 18, 19, 20.) 


11, A humble, faithful, industrious servant 
of the Lord who had coveted the goods of no 
man. 

12. Practically none except that they should 
see his face no more. He accepted.the proph- 
ecy of bonds and afflictions which had been 
communicated through others. 


13. That it should be disturbed by enemies 
both from without and within. 





691 


14. Paul had ever given of himself lavishly 
to believers, and had asked nothing in return 
but loyalty to Christ, and he had ever striven 
to build up and strengthen the weak, faltering 
Christians. 


_ 15. Paul’s own spirit, or, as Weymouth puts 
it, “Impelled by a sense of duty.” : 

16. Perhaps Paul wished to do a little medi- 
tating and further evangelization. 

17. Verses 18, 19, 20. 

18, Verse 21. 

19. “But even the sacrifice of my life I count 
as nothing, if only I may perfect my earthly 
course, and be faithful to the duty which the, 
Lord Jesus has entrusted to me of proclaim- 
ing, as of suprerhe importance, the Good News 
of God’s grace” (Weymouth’s translation). 
20. Personal. 











The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Lesson 33. November 15. Service. 


Golden Text.—For ye, brethren, were called for freedom; only use not your freedom 
for an occasion to the flesh, but through love be servants one to another.—Gal. §: 13 


1 Thessalonians 1; Ephesians 2 : 10 

















Lesson Calendar 


Great Doctrines of the Bible 
34- Nov. 22.—Thanksgiving. . : 
Ephesians 5 : 18-21; Philippians 4 : 1-20 
Golden Text: 1 Thessalonians 5 : 18 
35. Nov. 29.—Judgment of Believers’ 
Works, 1 Corinthians 3 : 11-15; 2 Cor- 
inthians 5 : 10; Revelation 4 
Golden Text: Romans 14: 10 
36. Dec. 6.—Judgment of the Nations 
Matthew 25 : 31-46 
Golden Text: Romans 11 : 12 
37- Dec. 13.—Judgment of the Wicked 
Revelation 20.: 5, 11-15 
Z Golden Text: Romans a: 5, 6 
38. Dec. 20.— Eternal State of the Re- 
deemed ......... Revelatjon 21 : 1-3; 22:.1-5 
Golden Text: Matthew 13 : 43 


How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer .~ 


President of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


ry GENERAL, service is any work per- 
formed for the benefit of another. In 
its Biblical use, the word indicates either 
(1) a service toward God, or (2) a serv- 
ice toward man. 


I. Service Towarp Gop 


As there was no evangel to be preached 
to the nations of the earth, service, in 
the period covered by the Old Testament, 
consisted only in the performance by the 
priests of the divinely appointed ritual 
in the tabernacle or temple. 

In several particulars the Old Testa- 
ment priest was a type of the New Tes- 
tament priest. The New Testament priest- 
however, instead of being a hier- 
archy or clergy, in distinction to the laity 
or rank and file of believers, is composed 
of all believers. Every Christian is a 
priest unto God: (1 Pet. 2:5, 9; Rev. 1: 
6). Because of this, the threefold serv- 
ice of the priestly office is committed to 
all believers alike. 

1. The Service of the Sacrificer. 


As a fitting for his office, the Old Tes- 
ament priest was cleansed and sancti- 
fied, or set apart. At the beginning of 
his priestly ministry he was ceremonially 
cleansed by a once-for-all bathing (Exod. 
29:4), and he was set apart both by the 
fact that he was born into the priestly 
family of Levi, and that he with due cere- 
mony was inducted into his office, which 
appointment continued as long as he lived. 

In like manner, the believer-priest is 
wholly and once-for-all cleansed at the 
moment he is saved (Col. 2:13; Titus 
3:5), and, by virtue of his salvation, be- 
comes a priest. So, also, he is set apart 
both by his new birth into the kingdom 
and family of God, and by the act of 
self-dedication to God. Concerning this 
self-dedication we read: “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of 
God, that ye present your bodies a living 
sacrifice, holy, acceptable-unto God, which 
is your reasonable service” (Rom. 12:1). 
The phrase, “the mercies of God,” refers 





to the great facts of salvation which have 
been set forth in the preceding chapters 
of the Book of Romans, while the pres- 
entation oi the body as a living sacrifice 
is the willing dedication to the will of 
God of all that the believer is and has. 
That which is thus yielded, God accepts 
and places where he wills in the field of 
service (Eph..2:10). The believer-priest 
does not consecrate himself, since conse- 
cration is the divine act by which the 
yielded life is received and appointed by 
the Lord to its sphere of service. The 
present work of Christ as High Priest, 
directing and administering the service of 
the believers, was typified by the ministry 
of the Old Testament high priest in the 
consecration of the sons of Levi. 

Having yielded to God and being no 
longer conformed to the world, the be- 
liever-priest will experience a transfig- 
ured life, and will make full proof of 
“what is that good, and acceptable, and 
perfect, will of God” (Rom. 12:2). 

Priestly service of sacrifice toward God 
is threefold: 


(1) The dedication of self which is de- 
clared to be a “reasonable service” (Rom. 
12:1), or, more literally, “a _ spiritual 
worship.” As Christ was both a sacri- 
fice and the Sacrificer, so the believer 
may glorify God by the offering of his 
whole body a living sacrifice to God. 

(2) The sacrifice of the lips which is 
the voice of praise and to be offered con- 
tinually (Heb. 13:5). 


(3) The sacrifice of substance (Phil. 


4:18). , 

It should be noted that the Old Tes- 
tament priest upon entering his holy of- 
fice was once for all cleansed by the 
whole bathing; however, though thus 
wholly bathed, before undertaking every 
priestly service, he was required to be 
cleansed by a partial bathing at the brazen 
laver. Thus the New Testament priest, 
though wholly cleansed and forgiven 
when saved, is at all times required to 
confess every known sin that he may be 
cleansed and qualified for fellowship with 
God (1 John 1:9). In like manner, as 
the Old Testament priest was appointed 
for life, so the New Testament priest is 
a priest unto God for ever. 

2. The Service of Worship. 


As worship was a part of the service 
of every priest of the Old Testament, 
so every believer is appointed. to worship. 
Likewise, since the furnishings of the 
holy place symbolized his worship, and 
since every feature and furnishing of 
the tabernacle or temple spoke of Christ, 
so the believer’s worship is by and through 
Christ. This worship may be either the 
offering of one’s self to God (Rom. 12: 
1), or ascribing to God praise and thanks- 
giving from the heart (Heb. 13:15). 

There were two prohibitions given con- 
cerning worship as prescribed .in the old 
order. No “strange” incense was to be 
burned (Exod. 30:9), which speaks typ- 
ically of mere formality; and no 
“strange” fire was allowed (Lev. 10:1), 
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which symbolizes the substituting of 
fleshly emotions for true devotion to 
Christ by the Spirit, or the love of lesser 
things for the love of Christ (1 Cor. 1: 
11-13; Col. 2:8, 16-19). 

3. The Service of Intercession. 


As the prophet was God’s representa- 


tive to the peopie, so the priest was the 
peop.e’s representative to God, and to 
this end, access to God was provided for 
him. Under the old dispensation, the 
high priest entered the holiest place once 
a year and on the ground of sacrificial 


blood (Heb. 9:7); but when Christ died, | 


the veil of the temple was rent, thus sig- 
nifying that the way into the holiest was 
opened to all who come to God on the 
ground of the shed blood of Christ (Heb. 
10: 19-22). Christ, as our High Priest 
has entered into the heavenly sanctuary 
(Heb. 4:14-16; 9:24; 10: 19-22), and 
there intercedes for his own who are in 
the world (Rom, 8: 34; Heb. 7:25). 
Having unhindered access to God on 
the ground of the blood of Christ, the 
New Testament priest is privileged to 
minister in intercession (Rom. 8: 26, 27; 
Heb. 10: 19-22; 1 Tim. 2:1; Col. 4:12). 


II. Service Towarp Man 


There is a divine arrangement in the 
order of the truth as found in Romans 
12: 1-8. Here, as in all the Scriptures, 
Christian service is not mentioned until 
the great issues of dedication and conse- 
cration are presented. Immediately fol- 
lowing the message concerning these fun- 
damental issues, the subject of divinely 
bestowed gifts for service is introduced, 
and in this connection it is important to 
observe the wide difference between the 
Biblical use of the word gift and that 
meaning which is given to it in common 
speech. A gift is generally understood 
to refer to some native ability received 
by birth enabling one to do special things. 
In the Scriptural use of the word, a gift 
is a ministry of the indwelling Spirit. 
It is the Spirit performing a service and 
using the believer as an instrument. In no 
sense is it something which is wrought by 
the believer, or by the believer when as- 
sisted by the Spirit. Christian service 
is said to be a “manifestation of the 
Spirit” (1 Cor. 12:7), just as Christian 
character is a “fruit of the Spirit” (Gal. 
8:22, 23). . 

Though every believer possesses some 
divinely bestowed gift (1 Cor. 12:7; Eph. 
4:7), there is a diversity of gifts (Rom. 
12:6; 1 Cor. 12:4-11; Eph. 4:11). 
Christians are not all appointed to do the 
same thing. In this there is a contrast 
with the priestly office wherein all be- 
lievers sacrifice, worship, and intercede. 
Though certain representative gifts which 
are general are named in the Scriptures 
(Rom, 12: 6-8; 1 Cor. 12: 8-11; Eph. 4: 
11) and though some of these have evi- 
dently ceased (1 Cor. 13:8), it is prob- 
able that the ministry of the Spirit 
through the believers is as varied as the 
circumstances in which they are called 
to serve. 

Gifts are bestowed that the servant 
of God may be “profitable” (1 Cor. 12: 
7), and it is therefore implied that serv- 
ice which is wrought in the energy of 
the flesh is not profitable. The Spirit's 
manifestation in the exercise of a gift is 
as “rivers of living water” (John 7: 
37-30), and is the realization of those 
“ood works, which God hath before or- 
dained that we should walk in them” 
(Eph. 2:10). 

Without being urged, Spirit-filled be- 
lievers are constantly active in the exer- 
cise of their gifts; while carnal believers, 
though possessing a gift, are not active 
in its exercise, nor do they respond to 
human exhortations. However, when 
they become adjusted to God by confes- 
sion of sin, yieldedness of life, and a walk 
in dependence on the indwelling Spirit, 
immediately they are Spirit-filled and as 
a result become profitable in that service to 
which they have been before ordained of 
God. Christians are not Spirit-filled be- 
cause they are active in service; they are 
active in service because they are Spirit- 
filled. Likewise, it is sometimes the will 
of God that all activity shall cease and 
that the weary servant shall rest. It was 
Christ who said, “Come ye apart... and 
rest.” 


Datxias, TEX. 
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| For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


HERE is nothing new about the 

word “service.” When we waik down 
| the street we notice signs like this: 
“Quick Tire Service’; “Service Laun- 
dry”; “The Store that gives you Serv- 
ice.” (Apply to your own city.) 

We are to talk about Christian serv- 
lice. To learn how to do service we go 
to school to Jesus as our teacher. We 
| have just one text-book. Who can tell 
me the name of the book? Yes, the Bibie, 
the Word of God. Jesus gives us a pat- 
tern of perfect service, and for all ages, 
young and old. 

Many men have given their lives in 
Christian service. It would take hours 
and hours to teil about their work for 
Christ. 

We will notice how Paul, the great 
preacher and missionary, served Jesus. 
Read Acts 16 and 17, 

Tell briefly of Paul’s second mission- 
ary journey in company with Silas, Men- 
tion the Macedonian vision. When they 
visited Philippi, a slave girl used by 
wicked men to make money, was saved 
while Paul preached. The men beat Paul 
and Silas and threw them in prison. Paul 
and Silas knew they were doing God’s 
service, so in the old dark prison they 
prayed and sang thanksgiving hymns to 
God. God was listening. He answered. 
Tell how (Acts 16: 25-34). 

God was leading his missionaries, so 
he told them to go over into Thessalonica 
and serve him. For three Sundays Paul 
went up to the church of the Jews and 
preached the Gospel, telling of Christ's 
death, resurrection, and of his coming 
again to this earth as King. 

He asked the men, women, and children 
to accept Jesus and do his service. Hun- 
dreds believed; some, the leading women 
of the city. Of course, those good wo- 
men took their children to hear Paul 
preach and many of them were saved, 

The Jews who hated Jesus gathered a 
crowd and stirred up a lot of trouble. 
They said, “We have a king, but these 
missionaries are: talking about another 
king, one Jesus.” But Paul and Silas 
kept on until they had the church and 
Sunday-school started,. for there were 
many people willing to serve Jesus Christ. 
Then they left the city in the darkness 
of the night to keep from being killed. 
What an easy time we have serving God! 

When you get home from a lovely visit 
to your grandmother the first thing you 
want to do is to write her a letter and 
tell her how much you love her and what 
a good time you had. 

Paul loved to write letters back to the 
churches where he had preached. He 
wrote a beautiful letter to the Thessa- 
lonian Church. How happy the dear 
Christians were to have a message from 
Paul. . They sent out word to all the 
members to come to a meeting and hear 
Paul’s letter read. It is just like a 
prayer. He mentions their work, faith, 
love, and. influence.. Review 1 Thessa- 
lonians 1. He closes by telling them to 
be faithful in the service of Jesus Christ 
(1 Thess. 5: 12-28). 


| 


Memory Verse 
1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18. 
Fort WorrtuH, Tex. 





With the New Books 





Uncle Sam’s Family. By Dorothy F. 
McConnell. (Missionary Education Move- 
ment, New York, $1.) A Home Mission 
study book for Juniors, in fascinating 
story form, Bright, appealing glimpses 
of the heart and home life of the moun- 
taineers, Mexicans, Alaskans, colored peo- 
ple, immigrants, and others, make a story- 
book for children that is instructive as 
well as entertaining. 


Lifted from the Depths. By F. A. Rob- 
inson. ‘(Marshall Bros., London, 2s 6d, 
W. P. Blessing Co., Chicago, $1.) “The 
great argument for Christianity is the re- 
generated. man”—here is a_ gripping 
story of the power of the Gospel in the 
lives of.. sinful men. The author, in 
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charge of “Missions of Evangelism,” To- | Indian, mountaineer, Mexican in Amer- 


ronto, has a unique. ministry in bringing 
the Gospel message in al its fulness to 
backward sections.in city and country, and 
through his own talks and through great 
spiritual leaders whom he has been in- 
strumental in bringing to the people, he 
has seen God’s saving grace doing its 
marvelous work in all its infinite power. 
A good book for the skeptic. 


The Country Preacher. By Jeff D. 
Ray. (Sunday School Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, Nashville, 
Tenn., $1.25.) The strategic importance 
of the country church is not being wide.y 
realized to-day, but every reader of this 
illuminating book will see the rural parish 
in & new light. Mr. Ray has written 
out of his heart, and a wide acquaintance 
with his subject. He has pointed out the 
sources of strength, and at the same time 
he has not spared the points of weak- 
ness, but his criticism has been construc- 
tive, and altogether valuable. The book 
is not intended for general reading, but 
it ought to be of the greatest va.ue to 
denominational leaders who are charged 
= the development of the country par- 
ish. 

The Failure of Modernism. By John 
Horsch. (Bible Institute Colportage As- 
sociation, Chicago, 35 cts.) Mr. Horsch 
has written this little booklet as a reply 
to Dr. Fosdick’s article, “What Christian 
Liberals are Driving At,” published in a 
recent number of the Ladies Home Jour- 
nal. From a somewhat wide acquaint- 
ance with the writings of Modernism, 
the author has been able to show the 
unsatisfactoriness and futility of the sys- 
tem, and more than once he points out its 
inconsistencies. A useful little booklet, 
and good to put into the hands of one 
who is somewhat intrigued by Modern- 
ism. Since the author relies on argument 
and Scripture, rather than ridicule and 
invective, the book will not defeat its 
own ends, 


Following the Gleam. By Floren 
Grauel Miller, (American Suntey School 
Union, Philadelphia, $1.25.) Did you 
ever think of a possible reason why the 


nine cleansed lepers failed so grievously Cc 


to return and give thanks to their Sav- 
iour and benefactor? Or what might have 
been the effect on the Roman soldier 
whose ear Peter severed and Jesus healed 
in the betrayal in the Garden? In this 
little book there are sketches in story form 
portraying these and some of -the other 
obscure characters in the New Testament, 
of whom little is known but much can 
be imagined: the widow of Nain, the de- 
moniac of Gadara, and the man in whose 
house Christ ate the Passover with his 
disciples, Creative fancy is allowed great 
freedom, but all known facts are care- 
fully followed and the people and places 
of Palestine are made more intimately 
personal. 


Mountain Peaks in the Life of Our 
Lord. By William Bancroft Hill, D.D., 
Litt.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.50.) Every careful student of 
the Gospels knows the difficulties involved 
in the attempt to write anything approx- 
imating a life of Christ. Too many 
essential facts are omitted from the rec- 
ord, for, after all, the evangelists did not 
intend to write biographies. Dr. Hill 
has not, in this book, attempted a life 
of Christ. Rather, he has chosen cer- 
tain definite experiences in Christ’s life, 
each of which is associated with a moun- 
tain, and has written an interesting nar- 
rative of the events and circumstances 
surrounding it. Since the author has trav- 
eled over the ground of which he writes, 
he has produced an account filled with 
local color. His description of the agon 
in the Garden, and the sufferings of Cal. 
vary will touch the heart of the reader 
with a new sense of the awfulness of sin, 
and the marvels of redeeming grace. 


Seeing America for Christ. By Arthur 
Henry Limouze. (Presbyterian Board of 
Publication, Philadelphia, $1.75.) This 
book on Home Missions is an effort to 
acquaint children with the conditions that 
confront foreigners of the poorer class 
in this country, and also those otherwise 


handicapped by circumstances quite he- 


yond their control. There is a story about 
some boy or girl in each class, American 





ica, immigrant,’ newsboy, . crippled child, 
lumberjack, boy worker in the mines,’ and 
others, -Ail that is great and good in our 
own country is made much of, and there 
are. chapters on America itself. ‘The 
work is meant to cover a five weeks’ 
course in Daily Vacation Bible School, 
and the material: is well arranged in or- 
derly sequence. There are suggestions for 
Scripture readings: and memory verses, 
and the aim of each story is given. The 
program as a whole is perhaps more elab- 
orate than many might care to under- 
take in the brief time allotted, but the 
lessons might well be adapted to dhy 
course on Home Missions or on patriot- 
ism. ; 
The Peril: of Power. By the Rev. 
Henry Howard. (George H. Doran Co., 
New York, $2, net.) Though dealing 
with widely separated subjects, ranging 
from present-day social problems to de- 
velopment of Christian character, this 
volume of sermons is marked throughout 
by an insistence upon the individual soul 
as the seat of every trouble, whether so- 
cial or individual, and by a searching an- 
alysis of the moral problems involved. 
With keen insight and confident state- 
ment, with convincing eloquence and bril- 
liant illustration, the writer penetrates 
deep into the heart of man and applies 
the moral principles of the Scripture to 
the solution of the difficulties. But no- 
where in the book is there any clear 
recognition of the need of the new birth. 
Apparently the Cross is to transform men 
by its moral appeal. One feels through- 
out the book that, in spite of some evan- 
gelical phrases, the writer is proposing 
the “adjustment” of the natural man’ to 
the “truth of the Divine Fatherhood” 
through the inspiration and ideals re- 
ceived in personal contact. with Christ. 


Friends of All the World. (Oxford 
University Press, New York City.) A 
remarkable series of books adapted for 
various ages and containing a wealth of 
information in fascinating form . and 
about many ples and many lands. The 
first is for boys and girls of 8 and 9, 

hildren of Other Lands, by Mary En- 
twistle (50 cents). Most interesting and 
life-like word pictures of children in In- 
dia, Africa, China, Japan, ‘Syria, and: the 
South Seas, are given! in these little sto- 
ries of their happy doings, their games 
and their work, and the dangers that 
often surround them. The Way of 
Friendship, by Lilian E. Cox and Emily 
E. -Whimster (70 cents). Here are stories 
of great heroism and brave adventure. 
The life story of St. Cuthbert, a friend 
of the Picts, who lived his loving life of 
service and wrought for God in Scotland 
in the seventh century; of Winfried of 
Devon and Friesland who in the eighth 
century fearlessly showed the people of 
Germany the powerlessness of their false 
gods and the goodness and power of 
the one true God; Rahere who built a 
hospital in the wastelands; the Heroes 
of Greenland; the wonderful story of the 
making of an alphabet for the Cree. In- 
dians, and the entrance of a Christian 
doctor into the forbidden land of Tibet. 
The third book, Heroes in Friendship, 
by Basil Mathews (85 cents), continues 
with thrilling narratives, being biog- 
raphies of Polycarp, Wilfrid of Sussex, 
Francis of Assissi, Kapiolani the heroine 
of Hawaii, who freed her people from the 
fear and worship of the terrible goddess 
Pele by taking a: New. Testament down 
into the very crater of the fearful: ‘vol- 
cano Mauna Loa and there offering up 
prayer and praise to the true God. There 
are the stories of Livingstone. and’ the 
heroic Khama who heard from him: the 
Gospel, and the good Bishop Patteson 
of the South Seas, and those heroic, and 
devoted converts, Tamate and Rueatoka. 
All three books are well bound in cloth 
and plentifully illustrated. ae 


“Teacher Training with the Master 
Teacher” ts a series of studies of Christ 
in the act ef teaching as a means of 
learning how to teach. The book is in- 
valuable for teachers’ supplementary 
study, and may be had from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, Philadel- 
pa, at $r. 
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| “The Greatest News of the Past Few Weeks | 
5 is the open-air campaign that has been carried on by two brothers of the Open-Air Mission % 
5 of London, in co-operation with our workers. This campaign was carried on by means %e 
. of an auto-wagon of that Mission, and the Lord has blessed us indeed beyond.all our % : 
. expectations. ‘The burgomaster of Brussels gave us permission to speak in the open air in % 
5 the town itself. The mayors of five suburbs of Brussels also gave their consent. We e 
5 held twenty meetings in twenty different places. ...’Thousands of Gospels and tracts were e 
5 distributed free of charge, and about 2,400 New Testaments were sold during the cam- Xe 
5 paign. Many new people have been brought to our meetings by this means, and those e 
> who have taken part in the campaign have been greatly blessed and encouraged.” %e 
a ) Xe 
5 “One morning we were praying when we heard a knock on the door. We won- %e 
5 dered who might have come through such awful weather. It was a young girl, who asked e 
FY me to come and visit her mother, who had been ill eight months. e 
is When We I went, and was introduced to her mother. ‘You have called me Ke 
5 in, madame,’ | said. ‘Yes, sir; I’m suffering so. I’m so unhappy. e 
| Heard a Knock 1 would like to be healed.’ I pointed out to her that I was no e 
| doctor, and therefore could not heal her. ‘But,’ she persisted, i 
Ay on the Door ‘can’t you offer a small prayer?’ I then brought the message Xe 
5 of salvation to her;. spoke of her sin and its condemnation, but % 
Dy of the powerful remedy in the blood of Jesus the Saviour, who could heal her soul and Ke 
5 body. She believed, was saved, that very day she grew better physically, and a week Xe 
e, afterward came to the meetings with her husband, a poor sinner also, who needed Jesus. ke 
Dy He too was converted, to the glory of God. They are just overflowing with happiness now, \e 
Dy and have also brought their son and daughter to the meetings. "They too have been saved. Ke 
e Now they speak and testify to their neighbors and friends, and are bringing them to the ie 
e. tent. Js it not wonderful? May the Lord bless and guard them, and may he enlighten Xe 
S them ‘to his own glory.” ‘@ 
D . “On the 15th of August we were at a Flemish conference in Bruges, when a sailor boy % 
e was brought to me because he did not understand Flemish very well. When questioned e : 
S. he told me that he had been passing again and again in front e 
5 of the entrance, and that finally he had stepped in. ‘I want,’ Finall e 
e he said, ‘to know how I can become one like you.’ I explained many i 
5 to him the way of salvation, and when asked the question he He Had e 
5 said eagerly that he believed the Lord Jesus Christ to be his % 
5) Saviour. We knelt down in the hall and we prayed. Later we Stepped In "a 
. went for a walk and I asked him how it was that he came to | e 
e us, and he told me the following story: ‘My father is an officer and an unbeliever. My | e 
5 mother also has no religion. When I was sixteen—that is four years ago—my parents e 
5 were stationed at Mons, and I heard the Gospel preached in a tent at OQuesmes. Ever ie 
iD since then I have longed to know more. Now I have come to you.’ This story is the KS} 
> more remarkable because that tent at Ouesmes was our tent, and it was the first service %@ 
D it ever had.” j ‘¢ 
iB “Whit Monday we went *out with the Sunday-school children and a group of e 
> a to a be ag ae We held we fine meetings e 
5 and had an ‘interested, quiet gathering of people around us. A e 
5 He Had Lost few days later we had a letter front a student saying: ‘I had @ 
., All F. aith, but— dost all faith, but—on hearing your speeches and on reading the % 
. New Testament I’ve found my Lord again and am very happy. iC 
. Please send me some Gospels and tracts, that I may distribute them among my friends.’ ” ‘@ 
®, These are just a few typical testimonies from workers on the staff of the Belgian Gospel s 
e Mission. It is your work. It is an effectsve work for Christ in a remarkably strategic position. s 
3 Will you continue and extend your help? All offerings for the work should be sent to Mr. C. G. % 
5 Trumbull, Treasurer, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. % 
2 THE BELGIAN GOSPEL MISSION, Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. Norton, Directors: §& 
e : is 
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The Way of Friendship 


By L. E. Cox and 
E. E. WHIMSTER 


By Mary ENTWISTLE 


$ .70 


Heroes in Friendship 


By Basin MaTHEws $ .85 


The three books in this series are writ- 
ten with the desire to help children to- 
ward the attainment of the spirit of true 
neighbourliness which has been forever 
incomparably enshrined in the story of 
**The Good Samaritan.”’ 





Oxford -University Press 


American Branch 
35 West 32nd Street New York City 
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The Nile Evangelistic Campaign 
will be beginning about Nov. 1, D. V.., its fifth year of 
work in helping to carry _the Message, direct! ase 
without delay, throughout Egypt. ‘The methods chiefly 
employed are open-air preaching, house-to-house vis- 
itation, distribution of the Scriptures and othe: litera- 
ture, etc. Christian friends at home are asked to join 
in prayer especially (1) for the protection and welfare 
of the band of missionaries engaged in the effort ; and 
(2) for the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in 
on hom among the people. Inquiries may be ad- 

ressed to 


W.L. McCLENAHMAN, Maadi (Cairo), Egypt. 


A Whole Year for $100! 


THE []Justrator 


Makes Sunday School Teaching Interesting 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: ‘‘ There is 
no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. - 
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Gye Sanday School Gunes 
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* - 
Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50. ; 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. ; 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and the 
single subscription, $2.25 a year. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign pestage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or in 
a package to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 














| Children at Home 





Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary 
By Hilda Richmond 


ARY had been ill for several months, 

and in that time she had become 
quite spoiled because everybody wanted 
her to have her own way, and everybody 
waited” upon her and brought her gifts, 
and now that she was, well she did not 
like to go back to the old way of get- 
ting up on time and doing her share of 
the little chores about the home. She 
whined a great deal and cried about lit- 
tle things, but the doctor said they should 
be very careful not to make her ill again, 
so it was not a happy time in the Radner 
home while they were waiting for Mary 
to be as strong as she once was. 

“Oh, Mary!” called Helen Green, 
“we're talking about having a picnic at 
Big Rock to-morrow.” 

“IT don’t like it out there, all hot and 
sunny,” said Mary. 

“And we're going to have a big camp 
fire, and cook potatoes in the ashes,” 
said Lottie Green. “Miss Martha is go- 
ing to teach. us how to bake them.” 

“Potatoes are not good for picnics,” 
said Mary. “I like frosted cake and 
sandwiches.” 

“And we're all going out with Mr. Lee 
on his big wagon, with straw in the bed, 
and wear our old clothes,” said Bobby 
Marsh. 

“Oh, dear! Why can’t we go ina 
clean automobile, and wear our good 
clothes?” said Mary. “Mamma just fin- 
ished the prettiest pink dress for me.” 

Next morning Mary happened to look 
out and she saw the big wagon starting 
down the street with a crowd of noisy 
boys and girls perched on the clean straw. 
“Mamma! Mamma! They’ve gone with- 
out me!” she sobbed, throwing herself 
in her mother’s arms. “Isn’t that too 
mean for anything?” ? 

Mrs. Radner tried to comfort the little 
girl and when she grew quiet she talked 
to her very seriously. “You know, dear, 
that you said you didn’t like to go to Big 

ock, and you didn’t want to wear your 
old dress, so they must have felt that 
you would rather stay at home. You see, 
mothers and fathers can like little girls 
who are contrary and hard to please, but 
other people will not bother with them. 
The children were all so kind when you 
were ill that you should try to please 
them now, and when they make plans it 
is not nice.to find fault.” : 

Mary dried her tears and promised to 
be careful and try to overcome the wish 
to have her own way in everything, but 
the day looked long and lonely as she 
thought of the other children having a 
good time at Big Rock. She got out her 
playthings and tried to forget, but after 
what seemed a whole hour, with the big 
clock ticking away, her mother told her 
it was just ten minutes since the hay 
wagon had driven away. 

“Hey, Mary! Mary! Come out! Mary! 
Mary!” called a dozen voices at once, 
and there in front of the house stood the 
big wagon with the children. 

“We had to drive down to Margery 
Moore’s for her basket which she had 
forgotten,” said Miss Martha, “and we 
thought it might be too much jolting 
around for Mary. We've saved the best 
cushion for her, and we'll see that she 
is all right to-day, Mrs. Radner.” 

Mary ran to get her hat and her mother 
hurried to put some nice things into a 
basket while the wagon waited. The big 
farmer lifted the little girl to her place, 
and she waved her hand gayly to her 
mother, but that night when she said her 
prayers she whispered in her mother’s 
ear, “Mamma, I had the best time to-day, 
and I wasn’t contrary once, but I wish 

ou’d pray that I won’t forget what I 
earned to-day about letting others have 
their own way and not wanting mine all 
the time.” 

“We'll both pray together,” said her 
mother, and slipping down on her knees 
by the little white bed they asked God 
to help Mary. : 

It was not easy to overcome the whin- 





ing and the fretting, but from the day 
of the picnic at Big Rock “Mary, Mary, 
quite confrary” was never seen in the 
Radner house again. 


KENTON, OuIO, 


te 
Girls’ Problems of To-Day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 


Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glad to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I would very much like 
to know what you think of the present-day 
dressing. So many people are criticizing the 
girls for indecent dressing, and the girls, 
some of us, are thinking we have a right to 
wear what we please. One of the girls I 
know says that the boys should be educated 
to look on the girls, and not to always con- 
sider the question of purity in connection 
with their style of dressing. They should 
be taught so to respect our sex-that they will 
not have to be considered when we want to 
be in the fashion. Do you think I am tnaking 
a mistake when I think with my friend?— 
AN “UP-TO-DATE” GIRL. 


M* DEAR GIRL: Yes, you have a 
perfect right to wear just what you 
please! But you cannot make folks that 
look at you think what you would please 
to have them think! For whom do you 
dress? Certainly not to look at yourself. 
And if you dress immodestly, you must 
know that it will give that influence, and 
that no one can think you pure in your 
own thoughts when you are a figure of 
the opposite. If you want boys and men 
to think purely, then you must not have 
any suggestive dress that will cause them 
to think of the indecent, vulgar life of 
those who do not care. 

Educate boys to think as you want 
them to? Train them to accept the un- 
dressed girl of to-day, and to keep their 
minds from the lewd thinking that your 
dress provokes? Do you not know that 
you are your “brother’s keeper”? You 
are responsible for your influence over 
every one with whom you come in con- 
tact, and if you lead a boy astray the sin 
is on your head, and you will not be held 
guiltless. Vanity and selfishness are at 
the root of the matter, and if you care 
for the blood that Christ shed for you, 
you will not deliberately choose to do 
anything that wifi lead one into sin, even 
in thought. 

I read a very true article in a church 
calendar in, the West, and it is so good 
I want you to share it with me, so I en- 
close it in this letter. 


Aside from “bathing-beauty” parades, the 
pastor of this church wishes to’ protest 
against the downright carelessness (?) of the 
girls and women who, while on the uptown 
streets of our city, en route to or from the 
beach, wear either nothing over the little 
patch of cloth these days called a “bathing 
suit,” or, wearing a bath-robe, unnecessarily 
throw it open to the play of the winds. 

Now, before dubbing us an “old prude,” 
please answer this question: By what law of 
consistency is a woman to be considered de- 
cent as she walks before the gaze of men on 
the public streets displaying her legs to the 
very limit, when to do the same thing before 
the eyes of her growing girls and boys in her 
own home, to say nothing of the visitors 
therein, she would be considered as having 
overstepped all bounds of propriety, modesty, 
and decency? Really, whither are we drift- 
ing? Are people to-day actually losing all 
their moral sensibilitie’? 

If there is no restraint to this thing 
from folks who dare to be spurned as “old- 
fashioned and prudish,” what will the next 
step be? Isn’t it about time we spurn the 
sneers of these naked scoffers at modesty 
and the virtue that lies beyond it, and begin 
a real honest-to-goodness campaign for a re- 
turn of all the womanhood of our nation to 
the bounds of modesty? If we do not, the 
day is not far distant, if history can be 
trusted to repeat itself, when the mighty God 
who is still concerned about such things as 
modesty and virtue will arise in wrath, and 
fling against the walls of the dome of our 
nation’s Capitol the words he flung against 
the walls of Babylon’s palace: “Mene! Mene! 
Tekel! Upharsin!” If God permits the United 
States of America to disregard and sneer at 
the things he himself has set aside as holy, 
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and to revel in the very same sins in which 
the people of Babylon revelled, and then, 
while thus equally guilty, does not punish 
with his judgment, then God it not just! 
And,— God is just! 

And we are prepared to go a step further, 
and utter our emphatic protest against a lot 
of immodest apparel where no bathing patch 
is concerned. Ever and angn the garments 
of the immodest creep into the very sanc- 
tuaries of God. And that is the deeper shame 
of it. Let us have less display of arms and 
legs and breasts, and a little more display of 
the heart and intellect. And “Let all the 
congregation say Amen.” 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





November 22. God’s Bounties: How Cah We 
Share Them with Others? Deut. 28 : 1-9; 
Matt. 25 : 34-40. (Thanksgiving meeting.) 

November 29. Victories of Christian Friend- 
liness in China. Acts 2 : 38-47. 

December 6. How Can We Translate Christ- 
mas into Service? 1 John 4:7-14. (Con- 
secration meeting.) 

December 13. Bible Principles of Giving. 
Lev. 27 : 30; 1 Cor. 16: 1-4, 14. 





Sunday, November 15 


How Can We Overcome the Spirit of 
Lawlessness? (Rom. 13 : 1-8) 





Mon.—Overcome greed (Josh. , 7 : 1-26). 
Tues.—Cultivate reverence (Psa. 119 : 113- 


120). 
Wed.—Check wrong-doing (Acts 21 : 27- 
(Mark 


34). 
Thurs.—Cultivate brotherliness 


12 : 31). 
Fri.—Obey laws (1 Pet. 2: 11-15). 
Sat.—Pray for authorities (1 Tim. 2:1- 
6). 














1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


Why is law-enforcement essential? 

What influences create a spirit of lawless- 
ness? 

How can we help to uphold law and order? 


ARPER’S Magazine tells of a New 

York lawyer who overheard a con- 
versation between a bank president and 
his son, about to leave for the West to 
engage in business on his own account: 
“Son,” said the father, “on this, the thres- 
hold: of your business life, I desire to im- 
press one thought upon your mind. Hon- 
esty ever and always if the policy that 
is best.” “Yes, father,” said the young 
man. “And, by the way,” added the gray- 
beard, “I would urge you to read up a lit- 
'tle-on corporation law. . It will. amaze 


‘you to discover how many things you can 


do in a business way and still be honest.” 

Man’s standard of honesty is very dif- 
ferent from God’s standard. Is not this 
at the heart of the great wave of law- 
lessness that has been sweeping over the 
world in the past few years? Man has 
gotten away from God’s standard of love 
(love of God and fellow-men) as the 
fulfilling of the law. (Rom. 13:10). 

oe 

The sad part of it is that we see law- 
| lessness not only among the so-called 
| hardened criminals, but among those who 
consider themselves above reproach and 
entitled to the respect of the community 
| in which they dwell. We are all too fa- 
miliar with the man who would not think 
of stealing, and yet who would not hesi- 
tate to break the speed laws in order to 
save himself some inconvenience or a few 
minutes’ time. In the business world are 


many who, like the bank president, seem] 


to believe that honesty consists in stay- 
ing within the pate of the penalty of the 
law. Many whose conscience would not 
permit them.to violate some of the laws 
of their country, and who would lend 
their whole effort toward the prosecution 
of any who do violate certain laws, would 
not hesitate to violate the eighteenth 
amendment in order to satisfy their self- 
ish craving for strong drink. 


. ye 

What is it brings about all this incon- 
sistency and these warped standards of 
right and wrong? Paul tells us. Read 
Romans 1: 18-22. 

How then can the situation be reme- 
died? Is law enforcement, alone, the so- 





lution? Unfortunately lawlessness has 
ever been shown to be like a ball rolling 
down hill, it gathers speed’ and force as 
it continues. And so, unless along with 
law enforcement, something is done to 
change the hearts of men, the situation 
can only steadily grow worse.’ It is only 
by “putting on” the Lord Jesus Christ 
that we on “walk honestly, ‘as ‘in the day” 
(Rom. 13:13, 14). 


This. is the- great. reason. why the 
preaching of the Gospel: of the Lord Jesus 
Christ should have first place. in the life 
of every Christian organization. World 
betterment schemes may have. in them 
germs of good; social uplift may have a 
certain mission in the world; law en- 
forcement is right enough and i is essential 
to the life of any government’ that is to 
long endure; but left to themselves all of 
these must inevitably end in anarchy and 
chaos unless the power of the Lord Jesus 
Christ is changing the hearts of men 
from the condition described in Romans 
1 to God-fearing, law-abiding. citizens. 


Another great reason for wide-spread 
lawlessness to-day is the lack'of control 
in the home.’ It is now thought old- 
fashioned by many young people, some 
of them professing Christians, to obey 
their parents. Everywhere there is a ten- 
dency among young folks to set them- 
selves up as wiser and’ more experienced. 
The lack of respect for authority in the 
home quickly breeds lack of respect for 
all authority. It is a ‘startling fact, but 
true, that the majority of crimes to-day 
are committed by young people. 

It behooves every Christian young per- 
son to watch carefully his own conduct 
in the home where others carinot see, as 
well as out of the home where others 
are watching. The plea of Christian 
young folks when they desire to do some- 
thing that is thought ufiwise or wrong 
by their parents is, “Other young folks 
are doing it.” But it is high time for 
Christian young folks to recognize that 
they must be separated and different from 
other young folks if their Christian testi- 
mony is to mean anything. Rather than 
being ashamed to be thought different 
they should glory in their loving Saviour 
who separated himself, even to the death 
of the cross, for their sakes, and is call- 
ing to them to be a separate, peculiar 

people (2 Cor.'6: 17). 

ye 

Is there any lawlessness in my life either 
toward God or man? 

What example of respect of authority am 
I setting in my home? 

Am I letting the Lord JFesus° Christ fulfil 
the law in me, by living unhindered in my 
heart? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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“The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories,” 
by Wade C. Smith, will keep ,the littie 
folks wholesomely occupied on many a 
Sunday afternoon (The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, 90 cts., postpaid). 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
BIBLE HOUSE NEW YORK 

















WINSTON “INTE: RNATIONAL 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
SCHOLARS BIBLES 


ally progened. Helps to 
Sootain ‘Study pecially pr ‘Attractive 
Mlustrations suitable for children. 
for Illustrated Ca 


‘ed 
THE JOHN c. WINSTON CO., ishere 
Amertcan Bible 8 
250 Winston Building Philadelphia 
VYVVVYVYYYYYYYVYYTYY LV YYYYYVYYYYYYY 


The New National Bible Institute Headquarters 
Guest Accommodations 


Pastors, Missionaries, Evangelists and other Christian 
workers, together with members of their families, can 
secure most desirable accommodations when visiting 
New York in the new fire-proof building of the Na- 
tional Bible Institute erected at the heart of the City. 
Every room is an outside room, newly furnished, with 
hot and cold running water. Rates exceptionally low. 
For detailed information or reservations address 


Guest Secretary C., 340 West 55th Street, New,York City. 
MAKE BIC MON =, 


Selling Christmas Greeting Cards. 
Men and women agents easily make $10 to pd a day. 
We have a magnificent box assortment of 21 Hand 
Colored and Engraved cards with envelopes that 
sells for $1.00. san yo cents. Every home buys.| 

mples free. xclusive territory. 

























WALTHAM ART PUBLISHERS, Dept. 127, Waltham, Mass. 














BERG SALES COMPANY 





ROOM 9, HERALD BLDG. 


WATERTOWN, N. Y. 












caves | Christian 


permanent book form. 
practical Christian life, 





Cartoons « 5. pe. DD. 


A collection of almost 100 of the best of Dr. Pace’s famous cartoons, in 


Here are cartoons on Bible study, prayer, the 
Second Coming, warnings against worldliness, 


evolution and the higher criticism, Christian Science and all kinds of 
isms, and the only way of salvation is shown in progressive. study—a 
striking illustration on almost any subject. 
ers, and an attractive book for your library table. 


Only 75 cents, postpaid 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co., 


_ Especially useful for teach- 


1031 Walnut St., PHILADELPHIA 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





On Approval Coupon 
SAMPLE OUTFIT OF 


CHRISTMAS MUSIC 
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


When a Christmas committee meets, 
the chairman should be able to submit 
to it as varied a lme of program material 
as possible. ‘The committee may then 
decide quickly and efficiently what sort 
of program it wishes to have. A Sun- 
day-school committee should examine : 


Christmas Carols (both standard and 
modern) 

Christmas Services or Programs 

Sacred Dramatic Cantatas 

Sacred Cantatas (non-dramatic) 

Santa Claus Cantatas 

Song and Story Program 

Recitation and Exercise Book 


Clip this coupon, pin or paste to a sheet of letter 
paper, sign your name and address, and get on 
approval just such an outfit for your committee. 
After 10 days pay for all copies not returned post- 
paid to 

LORENZ PUBLISHING CO., 
Dayton, Ohio, (216 W. Sth St.) 
New York, (70 E. 45th St.) 
Chicago, (218 S. Wabash) 


Mention The S.S. Times. Void December roth. 














Your Name prints’ 2° Xmas Greeting Cards 
8 exquisite designs, all different ; appropriate Christ- 
mas colors ; your name and sentiments matched per- 
fectly, excaltept envelopes included, only 50c., post- 
paid ; catalog free. Halcyon Co., Box 133-x, Erle,Pa. 











Holy Land 


Come with us on our 50-day 
Mediterranean Cruise and Pil- 
grimage to the Holy Land. 





‘anean 
‘orts with a company of conservative ial com- 

ions. Dr. Charles M. Sheldon and Dr. Francis 
E’ Clark will be with us. You will feel at home— 


because you will be one of us. 


We will sail from New York on the S. S. Republic January 
Zia, 1926. Fer fity days we will Eg 
lands we have 
pow ig 
et oe Hct in oa ate ed 
wlikets outs QaEA, a 


Send the Coupon 
Send the coupon for full details of our great 
cruise. We wi handsomely illustrated 
Seekiet, cable Giaqrems andl « (8 schedule of fates 
Come—we want you us. Sending the coupon 
puts you under no obligation, 


Se ee 
g James W. Boring, Cruise Director, 
Christian Herald Tour, 
6i Bible House, New York, N. Y. 

Please send me full particulars about the Chris- 
tian Herald so-day Mediterranean Cruise and Pil- 
grimage to the Holy Land. 

Please check. 

O) I am interested in rooms with exceptional con- 
veniences. 

0 I am interested in moderately priced rooms. 

O I am interested in less expensive rooms. 

N 


AME. . +. 2 © o8@ eeeree see eee eevee 


ADOOBNB. 6 sc ei 0 5 6a-0% 


- eevee eee 


1 Write here the names of friends whom you think may be interested: § 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 


~~ 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the Internationa! 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


NE of the most outspoken cham- 

pions of pre-millennial truth is Dr. 
W. L. Pettingill’s magazine, Serving and 
Waiting, published in Philadelphia. The 
following appeal by Pastor John Linton is 
worthy of wide repetition : 

“We must seek a heaven-sent revival. 
It was the revival under Wesley that 
saved England from the blight of Mate- 
rialism in the Eighteenth Century. — It 
was the sweeping revival of 1800 that 
saved America from the open infidelity that 
threatened the young republic at that 
time; and only a heaven-sent revival can 
cleanse the church of to-day from tne 
blight of rationalistic modermsm, and can 
stem the rising tide of lawlessness in the 
world, Let every evangelical church 
become a red-hot furnace of spiritual fire, 
‘and the Lord that answereth by fire. let 
him be God.’” 

November 9 to 15 
Mon.—Acts 21 : 1-6. 
Paul Journeys toward Jerusalem. 

Kneeled down, and prayed (20: 36; 2": 
5). What manner of parting could have 
been more touching or beautiful? If 
more pastors (Paul was a pastor), and 
parents, too, were to follow Paul’s ex- 
ample in this respect, do you not think 
that fewer parishioners and young people 
would “go wrong” ? 

Prayer Suacestions: Pray for the 
Christian Fundamentals Mission of West 
Indies (American headquarters, 5107 
West Twenty-second Place, Cicero, IIl.). 
Pastor James Quamina is engaged in a 
needed and much blessed work in the Isl- 
and of Trinidad. 

Tues.—Acts 21 : 7-14, 
In the Home of Philip the Evangelist. 


“In the multitude of ‘counselors is 
safety.” Paul, though infallibly inspired 
when writing the Scriptures, was not in- 
fallible in other matters. Was not his 
present course guided by zeal and self- 
determination? His motives were good, 
but a man’s motives must not only be 
good, but they must be in accord with 
God’s directive will (v. 4), not his per- 
missive will (v. 14). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
South China Boat Mission, the China In- 
land Mission, and all other missions in 
troubled China. The countries of Asia 
should be often remembered at every fam- 
ily altar. 


Wed.—Acts 21 : 15-25. 


Paul Received at Jerusalem. 


Not alone the best-meaning of friends, 
but even the godliest, may give advice 
which is contrary to the Spirit’s leading. 
Paul’s friends before he reached Jeru- 
salem counseled him aright, but he_ig- 
nored their counsel; his Jerusalem friends 
counseled him amiss, and he followed 
their counsel! Because he himself was 
owt of the Lord’s will? 


Prayer Succestions: The Christian 
and Missionary Alliance asks special 
prayer for their work in French Indo 
China. Also that-pratse be given for the 
more than eight hundred baptized con- 
verts of the past year, Pray for all Gos- 
pel missions in Palestine, Arabia, and 
Syria. Pray for the Moody Church of 
Chicago during this the dedication week 
of its new building. Pray for its pastor, 
the Rev. P. W. Philpott. 


Thurs.—Acts 21 : 26-36. 
Paul Arrested in the Temple. 


He that believeth shall not make haste 


(Isa. 28:16). Did Paul make his first 
fatal mistake when “he hasted”? (20: 
16.) (Even to “kneel down and pray” 


avails little if one persists in self-will.) 
And his ‘second fatal mistake when he 
ignored the godly counsel of Spirit-filled 
friends? It is easy to fall into one mis- 
take after another when one is pursuing 
a wrong. course. 





Prayer SUGGESTIONS: A correspond- 
ent writes: “There is so little I can give, 
EXCEPT PRAYER.” Ah, if more would give 
prayer, there would be far more of other 
things to give,. such as service, a, tal- 
ent, and money, and ourselves, and EVERY- 
THING that the Lord’s work needs. 


Fri—Acts 21 : 37-40. 
Paul’s Address from the Stairs. 
Let us go back once more to verse 34. 
Notice there that, next to being out of 
God’s will, it was the counsel of expedi- 
ency that got Paul into all this trouble. 
“Thou keepest the law.” No, Paul in 
the Spirit had repudiated the ceremonial 
law, and now Paul out of the Spirit has 
in effect repudiated the law which super- 
seded the ceremonial, 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Lord’s work in all Latin America, espe- 
cially at the present time in Columbia, 
Ecuador, Peru, Argentine, Chile, and 
Honduras. Pray that success may attend 
the efforts put forth to evangelize the 
Quichna Indians in Ecuador and Peru. 


Sat.—Acts 22 : 22-30. A Citizen of Rome. 


It is doubtful whether Paul would ever 
have had to fall back upon his “Roman 
citizenship,” or appeal to human govern- 
mental authority, had: he not been out 
of the Lord’s will. What a situation! 
But, oh, how like-us! 


(Lesson for Nov. 15) OCTOBER 31, 1925 








Prayer Succestions: Pray for The 
Sunday School Times, and for each de- 
partment contributor by name: Charles 
G. Trumbull, Howard A. Banks, Charles 
Calvert Ellis, William H. Ridgway, Er- 
nest Gordon, Philip E. Howard, E. J. 
Pace, Mrs. S. H. Askew, Mrs. Eleanor. 
B. Hatton, Wade C. Smith, Lewis Sperry 
Chafer, Kate Tarlton, Mother Ruth, John 
W. Lane, Jr., Melvin Grove Kyle, 
Thomas M, Chalmers, Charles A. Oliver, 
Mrs. E,W. Sudlow, Mrs. A. W, Karnell, 
Miss Cora Frances Stoddard, Edith F. 
Norton, : 


Sun.—Psalm 125 : 1-5. 
Jehovah Guards His People. 
Truly Jehovah does guard his people, 
but he commands also to “watch and pray, 
lest ye enter into temptation.” The high- 
est and holiest are all the more Satan’s 
targets. And if through failure to 
“watch” they “enter into temptation,” 
confession must be made. If it is not 
made, may resort to the chastenit 
rod; or, if need be, even to “scourgita” 
(Heb. 12:6; read also verses 6 and 7). 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for any 
worthy cause which you may feel-is be- © 
ing habitually overlooked in this depart- 
ment. Pray for every reader of The Sun- 
day School Times, and for every unex- 
' pressed request for prayer, Pray for 
your church and all its to-day’s services. 











I Was Afraid of This 
New Way to Learn Music 


— Until | Found it 


Then I Gave My Husband 
the Surprise of His Life 


3 Dent be silly, Mary. You're 
perfectly foolish to believe 
you can learn to play music by 
that method. You are silly to 
even think about it. Why it 
claims to teach music in half,the 
usual time and without 
a teacher. It’s impos- © 
sible.” 


That is how my hus- 
band felt when I showed 
him an ad telling about 
a new way to learn 
music. But how I hated 
to give up my new hope 
of learning to play the 
piano, hen I heard 
others playing, I envied 
them so that it almost spoiled the pleas- 
unre of the music for me. For ¢#ey could 
entertain their friends and family... 
they were musicians. I had to be sat- 
isfied with only hearing music. 


I was so disappointed. I felt very bitter 
as I put away the magazine containing the 
advertisement. For a week I resisted the 
temptation to look at it again, but finally I 
couldn't keep from ‘‘peeking’’ at it. It 
fascinated me so much that finally, half 
frightened, half enthusiastic I wrote to the 
U. S. School of Music—without letting my 
husband know. 


vay sane my joy when the course arrived 
and I found that it was as easy as A. B. C.Why, 
amere child could master it! My progress 
was wonderfully rapid and before I realized 
it, 1 was rendering selections which pupils 
who study with private teachers for years 
can’t play. For thru this short-cut method, 
all the difficult, tiresome parts of music have 
been eliminated and the playing of melodies 
has been reduced to a simplicity which anzy- 
oz2 can follow with ease. 


Finally I decided to play for Jack, and 
show him what a ‘‘crazy course’ had taught 
me. So one night when he was sitting 
reading, I went casually over to the piano and 





started playing a lovely 

PICK YOUR COURSE song. Words can't des- 

Piano Cello cribe his astonishment. 

Organ Harmony and} ‘‘Why...why...”’ 

Violin iti he floundered. I simply 

Drums and Sight Singing} smiled and went on 

is — playing. But soon Jack 

Seer Hawail insisted that I tell him 

. Speed Guitar where I ‘had learned 

2 ae Harp +... when... how? 

Clarinet Cornet So I told of my secret. 
Piccolo 

T One day not long af- 

oad enh an ter my husband came 

Automatic Finger Control | to me and said, ‘‘Mary, 

don’t laugh, but I want 











Was Easy As A-B-C 












to try learning to play the violin by that won- 
derful meth You ‘certainly proved to me 
that it is a good way to learn music." 


So only a few months later Jack and I 
were playing together. Now our musical 
evenings. are a marvelous success. Everyone 
compliments us, and we are flooded with 
invitations. — Music has simply meant every- 
thing to us. It has given us Popularity! Fun! 
Happiness ! ; 

If you, too, like music—then write to the 
U.S. School of Music for a copy of the 
booklet ‘‘Music Lessons in Your Own 
Home," together with a Demonstration Les- 
son, explaining this wonderful new easy 
method. 

Don't hesitate because Bs think you have 
no talent. Thousands of successful students 
never dreamed they possessed musical ability 
until it was revealed to them by a wonderful 
_‘* Musical Ability Test.’ You, too, can learn 
to play your favorite instrument thru this 
short-cut method. 

Send the coupon. The Demonstration 
Lesson showing how they ‘teach will come AT 
ONCE. Address the U. S. School of Musie; 
3810 Brunswick Bldg., New York. Instruments 
supplied when cash or credit. 


U. S..School of Music 
3810 Brunswick Building, New York City 


Please send me your free book, “‘ Music Lessons in 
Your Own Home,” with introduction by Dr. Frank 
Crane. Demonstration Lesson and particulars of your 
Special Offer. 1am interested in the following course : 


ie 5 @:. 0100 6, 8-2 © 


Name... 


Address 

















